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Mitterrand proposes summit 

PARIS (R) — French President Francois Mitterrand proposed Sunday 
that government leaders of current U.N. Security Connol m^mh rrs 
should meet to discuss Middle East problems and arms control following 
the Gulf war. In his first televised address the ceasefire in the Gulf 

last week, Mr. Mitterrand stud the solution of middle East problems 
should be entrusted to the United Nations. “The United Nations have a 
duty to organise the return to peace," be said. “Why not get the Security 
Council together at the level of heads of state and governments for the 
first time?” he asked. A multi-national peaces keeping force should be 
stationed between Iraq and Kuwait and an international conference called 
to resolve the region's problems, a meeting of world in 

London Sunday. “The priorities in the Gulf, beyond disentang ling the 
present... situation on the Iraqi-Kuwait border and the question of who 
will govern Iraq, call for the eventual interposition of a peace-keeping 
force between Iraq and Kuwait,” a statement issued after the 
stud. 



King Hassan warns against Arab split 

RABAT (R) — King Hassan of Morocco said Sunday Arabs must not lei 
the "earthquake" of the Gulf war split them into two hostile camps. In a 
broadcast on the 30th anniversary of his enthronement, the king expressed 
deep satisfaction at the end of the war and the return to Kuwait to the 
Sabah family. But he said the Arab World had been "stricken by what 
amounts to an earthquake, whose effects will be profound and will for a 
period make inter-Arab relations difficult to evaluate." In the Arab 
World, we must avoid the danger of axes being formed whose natural 
effect would be to exclude part of onr community." He said the Arab 
World was potentially “a force of incomparable strength compared to the 
strength of each individual nation." A friend of the United States and 
Saudi Arabia, King Hassan sent 1.300 troops to Saudi Arabia in August 
but faced a surge of pro-Iraqi sentiment at home. He said Morocco's role 
in the post-war period would be to "consolidate relations with member 
states of the Arab Maghreb Union." (Algeria. Libya. Mauritania. 
Morocco and Tunisia) and to promote the union's relations with other 
regional and international entities. 
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Iraq and allies 
agree on terms 

Accord reached at Safwan after Security 


Council adopts resolution making demands 


Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQI LEADERS accepted 
allied terms to end the Golf war 
Sunday after the United Nations 
Security Council adopted a re- 
solution setting a series of condi- 
tions for a formal ceasefire. 

The United States and its allies 
pledged to pull out of Iraq once a 
ceasefire was signed and hailed 
die battlefield parley as a major 
advance toward peace. 

General Norman Schwarzkopf, 
American commander of the 
coalition forces, said after talks at 
the captured desert air base in 
Safwan in southern Iraq; 

“I am happy to say we agreed 
on all matters... we are well on 
the way to a lasting peace.” 

He said: “I think we have made 
a major step forward in the cause 
of peace.” 

The Iraqis gave coalition forces 
the layout of the minefields they 
planted in Kuwait and Gulf wa- 
ters to enable clearance work to 
begin immediately^. 

Gen. Schwarzkopf said that the 
next step was for Iraq to accept 
the terras of a ceasefire resolution 
passed Saturday night by the 


U.N. Security CoundL 

The vote on the resolution was 

11 to one with three abstentions. 
Cuba cast the only negative vote. 
Abstaining were India, C hina and 
Yemen. 

The resolution combines condi- 
tions laid out by Mr. Bush last 
Wednesday, with demands that 
Iraq immediately implement all 

12 resolutions adopted since its 
Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait. 

Originally proposed by the Un- 
ited States, the document put a 
United Nations imprimatur on 
the agenda of the Sunday meet- 
ing. 

But it does not call for a perma- 
nent ceasefire as several non- 
aligned countries had demanded. 
Instead, it lays the groundwork, 
for an eventual ceasefire. 

Meanwhile, it permits the 
U.S.-led coalition rather than die 
United Nations to retain the in- 
itiative in negotiating an end to 
the war (see foil text on page 2). 

The resolution was sponsored 
by die United States, Britain, 
France, the Soviet Union, Roma- 
nia, Belgium and Zaire. 

According to U.S. Ambassa- • 
dor Thomas Pickering the resolu- 


tion would establish “a definite 
end to hostilities” if Iraq adheres 
to its demands. 

But the vote was delayed after 
Cuba came up with 18 amend- 
ments that called for an actual 
ceasefire, the immediate dispatch 
of U.N. military observers to 
supervise it, and new efforts by 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar to reestablish peace 
and security in the region. 

The 15-member council voted 
18 times to defeat the amend- 
ments with most members ab- 
staining. 

Yemen's Ambassador Abdalla 
A1 Ashtal, who supported some 
of the Cuban amendments, told 
die Council it was his “hope die 
resolution would have called for a 
ceasefire... and given, at least, a 
humble role to the secretary- 
general of the United Nations” in 
negotiating and maintaining the 
peace. 

The allies-Iraqi meeting in 
southern Iraq on Sunday lasted 
less than two hours and the allies 
drove the group of Iraqi generals 
back to. their lines in U.S. 

(Cottoned on page 5) 


Mubarak urges Arab 
unity, peace after war split 


Joe Clark 
due here 
this week 

By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Canadian Foreign 
Minister Joe Clark will visit Jor- 
dan this week as part of a regional 
tour which will also take him to 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Syria. 

“Clark will be on a mission to 
discuss the situation in the region 
after the cessation of hostilities in 
the Gulf,” Embassy Counsellor 
Michael Chesson told the Jordan 
Times Saturday. 

Although no exact date has 
been set yet for the foreign minis- 
ter's visit to Jordan, Mr. Chesson 
said, that it was safe to expect it 
“before the end of this week.” 
Foreign Ministry officials origi- 
nally confirmed Mr. Clark's visit 
but said that they were not in- 
formed of the purpose of the 
visit. 

“Clark was here in November 
and he discussed the situation 
with Jordanian officials then; he 
will want to discuss the new 
developments in the region with 
Jordanian authorities this time 
again,” Mr. Chesson sid. 

He said Egypt was not included 
in the foreign minister's itinerary 
bnt that the exact schedule of bis 
tour has still to be confirmed to 
the embassy. 

In November, Mr. Clark' 
pledged that he would seek to use 
what he termed as the ‘Valuable 
relationship between his country 
and the United States to ensure 
that the views of His Majesty 
.King Hussein on the Gulf crisis' 
were beard and headed.” 

At the time of his visit Canada 
also announced that it was ex- 
tending aid worth $26.5 million 
Canadian dollars ($22.88 million) 
to Jordan to help offset the 
adverse economic impact of the 
Gulf crisis and international sanc- 
tions against Iraq. 

In mid-February Canada also 
announced it was prepared to 
help Jordan find alternative sup- 
plies of crude oD and expressed 
its understanding of Jordan’s dif- 
ficult position in finding its ener- 
gy requirements. 

The statement came after U.S.- 
led allied forces bombarded the 
Baghdad-Ruweished road and 
tankers which were ferrying oil 
from Iraq to Jordan. The U.S. 
then contended -that Jordan was 
breaking the U.N.-imposed 
embargo on Iraq although the 
Kingdom had officially applied to 
the international organisation 
asking for exemption. 

The air assaults resulted in the 
death and injury of scores of 
drivers and other civilians. 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak called 
Sunday on Arab countries to put 
Gulf war divisions behind them 
and make a fresh start to build 
security and cooperation in the 
region. 

In a televised speech to parlia- 
ment, Mr. Mnbarak laid out a 
series of principles for bringing 
peace to the Middle East includ- 
ing ridding the area of weapons of 
mass destruction and boosting 
democracy in the Arab World. 

Mr. Mubarak urged Arab lead- 
ers to cooperate in drafting a 
brighter future for the region and 
warned that continued discord 
could lead to bleaker days. 

“It is the responsibility of the 
Arab leadership and people to 
deal with the dangerous situation 
and join hands to agree on a basis 
to launch a better future and a 
new life where wounds will be 
healed and new blood will flow 
after the bloodletting that struck 
our Arab nation,” Mr. Mnbarak 
said. 

“The harsh experience in front 
of ns in Arab land is a lesson and 
the future will be more difficult 
and bitter if the Arab forces, 
official or popular, continue in 
the same path of contradictions,” 


ROME (R) — Libyan leader 
Mn ammar Qadhafi urged Arabs 
to make their own security 
arrangements following the end 
of the Gulf war, the Libyan news 
agency JANA reported Sunday. 

Colonial Qadhafi “called for 
the need to resist any imposed 
settlement on the region by West- 
ern aircraft and fleets," JANA 
said, reporting on a speech he 
gave in the coastal city of Sirte. 

“Security arrangement should 
be carried out by Arabs. We will 
not accept anyone lying to us and 
saying that Kuwait was still in 
danger and that Saudi Arabia was 
Still in danger because it is, in 
fact, Iraq which is now in dag - 
ner,” JANA quoted Colonel 
Qadhafi as saying. 

Settlement by the West "must 
be rejected especially if it 
affected the Palestinian question, 
for any settlement in the current 
circumstances will not be in the 
benefit of the Arabs because the 
allies are the allies of the 
Israelis," Col. Qadhafi was forth 1 
er quoted as saying. 

JANA said Col. Qadhafi 
praised the efforts of Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev towards 
ending the war. 


he added. 

Mr. Mubarak did not say 
whether Egypt would deal with 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
but said that it is willing to 
participate in the reconstruction 
of Iraq. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker will visit the region next 
week and the first hem on his 
agenda is to discuss a new secur- 
ity plan after Iraq withdrew from 
Kuwait. 

The United States and other 
Western allies expect to partici- 
pate in the new plan. 

“Arab security will only be 
Arab and it will have all the 
protection needed for this part of 
the world,” Mr. Mubarak said. 

In the past, the Egyptian presi- 
dent has said that he preferred 
any new security arrangement to 
be Arab, and that Western parti- 
cipation could be under the Un- 
ited Nations flag. 

“We don’t want a division be- 
tween (Arab) east and west. We 
don’t want a continuation of cam- 
paigns of bad feelings... we don't 
want the Arab Nation to be two 
nations,” Mr. Mnbarak said. 

Mubarak, who sent 35,000 


Col. Qadhafi “saluted the role 
undertaken by friend Mikhail in 
the pressure exerted on the West 
for a ceasefire.” 

The Soviet Union was long a 
supplier of arms and military 
expertise to Libya, but after the 
1986 U.S. bombing of two Libyan 
cities, Moscow appeared to have 
distanced itself from Tripoli. 

Col. Qadhafi appears recently 
to be courting better relations 
with Moscow without aggravating 
Libya’s generally bad relations 
with the West During the Gulf 
crisis, he condemned Iraq's 
occupation of Kuwait as well as 
the allied military operations to 
free Kuwait. 

Without naming names. Col. 
Qadhafi criticised some Arab 
countries for forming alliances 
that were “splitting the Arab 
League into two.” 

“I am against axes and against 
meetings that indude... foreign 
ministers of a group of Arab 
co untri es who have started to 
meet regularly,” be said. 

“There would have been no 
aggression if there were a pan- 
Arab unity.... because there 

(Couttoncd on page 2) 


(Cottoned on page 5) 

Qadhafi calls on Arabs 
to reject Western terms 



Allied and Iraqi military commanders meet at the southern Iraqi town of Safwan. At left is American 
commande r General Norman Schwarzkopf. 

Baghdad works on 
restoring normalcy 


Fundamentalists say 
they control Basra 


Combined agency dispatches 

BAGHDAD RADIO indicated 
President Saddam Hussein was 
firmly in control of die country 
Sunday as it accepted peace with 
the allies and began a new battle 
to recover from the rain of war. 

Electricity was restored to 
some neighbourhoods in the 
capital late Saiurday and early 
Sunday. Provinces in the north 
had ■ power restored Saturday 
night, newspapers and radio re- 
ported. 

The government daily news- 
paper, A1 Thawra, quoted a 
transportation ministry spokes- 
man as saying efforts had been 
redoubled to restore public trans- 
port in Baghdad with the help of 
military buses and drivers. 

Baghdad Radio announced 
Sunday morning that Iraqi televi- 
sion began broadcasting Saturday 
night and would continue to air 
programmes daily between 5 
p.m. and midni ght. 

But as the city straggled to 


restore basic services, an explo- 
sion reminded residents that the 
path to reconstruction will be 
tong- 

The explosion at 4:15 p.m. 
(1345 GMT) sent a mushroom- 
shaped column of smoke and fire 
into the sky over the extreme 
southern part of the city. Smoke 
of the blast could be seen 25 
kilometres away from the upper 
floors of the A1 Rashid hotel in 
downtown Baghdad. ‘ 

The blast, which was later re- 
ported as a controlled blowing up 
of a bridge hit in allied raids, 
shook the foundation of the 
hotel. Residents in some neigh- 
bourhoods said the windows of 
houses had been shattered. 

At one Baghdad home, women 
ululated, men put out kerosene 
lamps and candles and children 
clapped when the lights came on. 

Children jumped for joy when 
they saw their first cartoon in 
weeks. 

Deputy Industry Minister 
Ahmad Al Delimi said 20 per 


cent of Baghdad got its electricity 
back after dark on Sunday. Some 
60 per cent of the city would have 
power on Monday night, rising to 
100 per cent by Friday. 

. Power would initially be sup- 
plied for between six and 12 
hours a night, said Mr. Delimi. 
who is in charge of power sup- 
plies. Daytime electricity is not 
yet planned. 

“With the help of God. we will 
resolve all the problems wc are 
facing under the guidance of 
President Saddam Hussein and 
with his direct support for us.” 
Mr. Delimi told Reuters. 

President Saddam has issued a 
string of directives in the past two 
days ordering the restoration of 
limited power and television and 
reopening schools from next 
Saturday to try to get Iraq back to 
normal as fast as possible. 

Much of Iraq’s infrastructure, 
including power plants, com- 
munications networks and 

(Continued on page 5) 


Combined agency dispatches 

ON THE KUWAIT-FRAQ bor- 
der. Muslim fundamentalists 
have risen against the Iraqi gov- 
ernment in Iraq's second city. 
Basra, thrown open the gates of 
the prisons and claimed control of 
the city. 

But it remained unclear 
whether they were seeking help 
from the allied forces a few 
kilometres away or fighting the 
American-led coalition. 

One report, carried by Agence 
France Press from Beirut, spoke 
.of the rebels fighting “the invad- 
ing forces” while a Reuter dis- 
patch said leaders of the fun- 
damentalists had sent a message 
for help from the allied forces. 

The rebels say they are follow- 
ers of Mohammad Baker Al 
Hakim, a longstanding opponent 
of the Iraqi Baathist Party. 

His group, the Tehran-based 
Supreme Assembly of the Islamic 
Revolution in Iraq (SA1RU. 
issued statements in Lebanon 
claiming control of Nassiriya, a 
strategic city on the Euphrates 
River, of nearby Suq Al 
Shuyukh, Al Tar and Al Ftihoud 
and large parts of Al Amarah. 

Iran's official news agency 
IRNA reported anti-government 
demonstrations in several Iraqi 
towns near the border. 

The ruling Baath Party, which 
is dominated by Sunni Muslims, 
are still in control of Baghdad. 

A statement by the group 
issued in Beirut was carried by 
AFP said that the fundamentalist 
Shi'ite opposition had started 
“resistance operations against the 
invading forces of the interna- 
tional alliance.*' 

The communique said “Islamic 
resistance members, in collabora- 
tion with citizens in the city of 
Basra, attacked the central prison 
and managed to free more than 
300 followers of .the SAIRI and 
600 prisoners of other nationali- 
ties.” 

The opposition added that 
“our forces started resistance op- 
erations against the invaders. The 
mujahedeen exchanged fire for a 
short period of time with an 
infantry unit of the invading 
forces when it was trying to 


approach Al Nassiriya. and then 
returned to its position. 

In another development, 
another Islamic organisation 
which is a faction of the SA1RJ 
asked the Kuwaitis io stop “the 
instant execution of Iraqi prison- 
ers.” 

According to one of the orga- 
nisation's leaders. Jafar Moham- 
mad. about 50 Iraqi soldiers were 
executed after the liberation of 
Kuwait. 

Emissaries from the rebels told 
reporters with allied troops that 
loyalist forces were counter- 
attacking but Basra was in fun- 
damentalist hands, Retuer said. 

Refugees from Basra sup- 
ported the rebel claims. They said 
the revolt started early Saturday. 

According to the Reuter re- 
port: 

A small party of rebels from 
Basra in civilian clothes crossed 
the allied front line in a battered 
pick-up truck on Sunday looking 
for a U.S. or allied commander to 
whom they could deliver their 
appeal for aid. 

They told reporters at the 
Kuwait-Iraq border 2 p.m. (1 100 
GMT) that fighting had been 
going on for 35 hours in Basra, a 
major port into which vast 
throngs of Iraqi soldiers poured 
after last week's land battles. 

“The opposition control all the 
city,” the leader of the band, a 
32-year-old fanner called Hamad. 
Ibrahim Wali, said through an 
interpreter. 

“All offices of the (Baath) par- 
ty, police stations, security areas 
are all hit by the opposition. We 
broke the jails and let all the 
prisoners out. 

“There are many dead — 
maybe hundreds. I’m not sure.” 

The rebels’ appeal was a letter, 
written in English in neat blue 
ballpoint on a lined sheet of white 
paper and dated Sunday. 

"To dear friends foreign 
forces, good day,” it said. 

“After the great liberation we 
have done against (President) 
Saddam (Hussein) and his forces, 
we. suffer from some forces re- 
lated and led by (President) Sad- 
dam’s party and army,” it said. 

“We have need of your help as 


Israeli 
jets raid 
Fateh 
camp 

SIDON (Agencies) — .Israeli 
warplanes blasted a Palestinian 
camp in South Lebanon Sunday 
and police said four people were 
wounded. 

The raid came hours after the 
Lebanese Army said it disman- 
tled two rockets just two hours 
before they were set to be fired 
on Israel from South Lebanon. 

Police said four Israeli jets and 
two attack helicopter gunships 
fired six rockets in three runs 
against a Palestinian Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) base near 
the village of Roumine in Iqhm 
Al Toufah. The base belonged to 
the PLO group Fateh. 

Smoke and dust shrouded the 
hilltop target in the region that 
overlooks a self-designated 
“security zone" Israel occupies in 
South Lebanon. Police said four 
vehicles were burned. 

The Israeli military command 
said its warplanes destroyed a 
vehicles depot belonging to guer- 
rilla organisations and returned 
safely. 

Lebanese troops ringed 
Roumine after the 15-minute raid 
that began at 12:20 (1020 GMT), 
banning reporters and photo- 
graphers from immediately 
reaching the woods where surviv- 
ing guerrillas took shelter. 

Parts of the province southeast 
of Sidon, provincial capital of 
South Lebanon, are still held by 
Palestinian guerrillas despite the 
recent deployment of the 
Lebanese to stabilise the volatile 
region. 

Military sources and witnesses 
said Lebanese troops fired heavy 
maduneguns at the planes but 
none was known to have been hit. 

It was the first shooting by 
troops at Israeli planes since the 

(Continued n page 5) 


Israel renews closure of universities 


Seminary occupies Arab Jerusalem buildings 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The Israeli occupa- 
tion authorities eased the curfew 
on the occupied Gaza Strip Sun- 
day for the longest time since the 
start of the Gulf war, but it 
renewed closure orders for four 
Palestinian universities. 

Stria restrictions were kept on 
Palestinians entering Israel to 
work, and a Hebrew newspaper 
reported authorities intended to 
cut in half the number of Palesti- 
nians who worked in the Jewish 
state before the war. 

Israel clamped a curfew on the 
Palestinians in the occupied terri- 
tories at the start of the war. 
fearing pro-Iraqi demonstrations. 

It has since relaxed the curfews 
— which confine Palestinians to 
homes — but kept most residents 
of Gaza and the West Bank from 


jobs in Israel. 

Sunday’s move in Gaza lifts 
limits curfews to between S p.m 
and 4 p.m. (1800-02000GMT), 
which was the situation before 
the Gulf war started Jan. 17. In 
the West Bank, most areas were 
opened from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

There was no explanation for 
the difference in the two areas, 
but the West Bank is harder to 
control because of its larger 
population — about one million 
— and greater area. 

Also Sunday, the military gov- 
ernment renewed closure orders 
for three West Bank universities 
and one in Gaza, despite appeals 
from human rights groups to 
reopen the institutions. 

Israel shut all six universities in 
the occupied territories soon after 
the Palestinian uprising began in 


December 1987, claiming they 
were “hotbeds” of anti-Israeli 
activity. The move cut off classes 
for about 18,000 students. 

Bethelehem and Al Quds uni- 
versities were reopened last sum- 
mer. But the four others, with 
about 75 per cent of Palestinian 
enrollment, are still closed. 

The closure was extended Sun- 
day for three more months at the 
West Bank’s Bir-Zeit, Hebron 
and Al Najah universities and the 
Islamic University in Gaza. 

Meanwhile, leaders of the 
three-year uprising issued a 
leaflet Sunday praising Iraq. 

Jewish religious students wav- 
ing Israeli flags have occupied an 
empty building in the Muslim 
quarter of Jerusalem’s Old City. 

Student from the Ateret Cohe- 
nim theological seminary took 


possession over the weekend of 
two empty buildings which the 
seminary said it had purchased in 
1988. 

Ateret Cohenim and other 
seminaries have been quietly 
buying land in the Old City inha- 
bited centuries by Muslims and 
Christians, and waiting for an 
opportune time to move in. 

Ateret Cobenim's name 
appeared recently on a list of 
three seminaries that received 
$3.75 million from the housing 
ministry, apparently to buy addi- 
tional property. 

In a short statement the semi- 
nary said it was occupying two 
buildings it “legally” owned. 

Ateret Cohenim generated 
controversy a year ago by buying 
a "long-term lease" from an 
Armenian tenant and moving 
Jewish settlers into St. John’s 

(Continued on page S) 


Arafat: War strengthened Palestine cause 


MADRID (Agencies) — Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafat said in 

an interview published Sunday 
the Gulf war had strengthened 
the Palestinian cause. 

Asked if the war had damaged 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO), he told the Span- 
ish newspaper El Mundo; “No, 
on the contrary, it has shown that 
the first cause of the Middle East 
is the Palestine cause.” 

Mr. Arafat said the United 
States and Europe , which had 
rejected Iraq’s attempts to link 
the issue of Kuwait with Pales- 
tine, now realised there could be 
no Middle East peace until the 
Palestinian issue was resolved. 

The PLO chairman denied that 
the Palestine cause was used by 
Iraq to try to gain Arab support. 
“We have never been used,” he 
said. 

He accused the United States 
and Israel of plotting together to 
build a greater Israel that would 
include Lebanon, Jordan, half of 


Syria, most of Iraq and a third of 
Saudi Arabia. 

“I believe the new map of the 
Gulf which the American admi- 
nistration is drawing up consists 
of building and founding greater 
Israel,” he told El Mundo. 
“Whether they succeed or not is 
another matter, because the Arab 
Nation will resist.” 

He pledged that the Muslim 
World would never forget the 
U.S. intervention in the Gulf. 

“It was not a question of saving 
Kuwait, but of destroying Iraq. 
This will never be forgotten. Not 
by the Muslims nor by the Third 
World,” he said. 

PLO voices concent 

The PLO called Sunday for 
urgent measures to halt '‘aggres- 
sions, violations of rights and 
arrests” of Palestinians living in 
Kuwait. 

“The PLO considers that the 
Kuwaiti government and all Arab 
and international forces in 


Kuwait City assume total respon- 
sibility for the protection of 
Palestinians,” a PLO spokesman 
said. 

Immediately after the libera- 
tion of Kuwait, the PLO express- 
ed fears for the fate of the esti- 
mated 170,000 Palestinians now 
living there. 

The PLO called for the adop- 
tion of urgent measures to protea 
Palestinians in the emirate 
against any vengeance by 
Kuwaitis but did not specify 
which forum should take such 
action. 

The PLO is “concerned about 
safeguarding the life and security 
of Palestinian people who 
remain committed to preserving, 
during the most critical steps, 
relations of fraternity with their 
brothers in Kuwait” and other 
Gulf states, the PLO said. 

The Palestinian community in 
Kuwait before the Iraqi invasion 
is estimated to have numbered 
about 350,000, according to the 


PLO. 

Syrian criticism 

Syria meanwhile accused Mr. 
Arafat of betraying Kuwait, and 
claimed the Palestinian leader 
had lost all standing for support- 
ing Iraq in the Gulf conflict. 

Syrian Defence Minister Mus- 
tafa Tlas said “Yasser Arafat was 
wrong in his position with Sad- 
dam Hussein... he was prompted 
by his own personal egoism, and 
now, I believe, he has tost on the 
international scene, and he no 
longer has the respect of any- 
one." 

General Tlas was speaking in 
an interview broadcast Saturday 
by the “Voice of Free Iraq," an 
Iraqi opposition radio station, 
and monitored in Nicosia. The 
station is believed to be based.m 
Saudi Arabia. : V-. - 

Gen. Tlas claimed that,®l 
Arafat has“ "always^ucffed 
and discarcTm rii^feTfetween 
Arabs.” 
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ICRC priority to medicine, 
hospitals, water in Iraq effort 


By P.V. Vrvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Priority is given 
to medicine and hospital 
equipment as well as water 
sanitation in assistance ex- 
tended by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(IORC) to Iraq and the ICRC 
plans to send at least two en- 
voys every week across the 
border from Jordan, a senior 
ICRC official said Saturday. 

“Right now our target is 
hospitals," said Woemer Cas- 
par, chief delegate of the Red 
Cross in Jordan. He said a 
convoy of trucks which left 
early Saturday for Iraq con- 
tained medicine, diesel gener- 
ators and fuels and spare parts 
of water sanitation equipment 
and some food. 

“The most important thing 
to do is to get the hospitals 
operative and for this we need 
power generators,” Mr. Cas- 
par said. “Equally important is 
drinking water and we are now 
giving priority to these areas 
before turning to food.” 

Shortage of medicine and 
contaminated water are two 
major problems which bave 
raised fears of epidemics, par- 
ticularly in Baghdad, a city 
with a pre-war population of 
four milli on. 

Reports from the Iraqi capit- 
al indicate that for thousands 
of people the only source of 
water was the River Tigris, 
whose water was reported to 
have been contaminated in the 
first week of the allied bomb- 
ing campaign which began Jan. 
17. 

Mr. Caspar said 96 Algerian 
volunteer doctors and para- 


medics and 14 ICRC 

delegates were accompanying 
the convoy which left Satur- 
day. 

**We are planning to send at 
least two convoys every week 
to Iraq at this point,” he said. 
ICRC supplies to Iraq will also 
continue from Iran. 

The Red Cross will also be 
sending mobile “water lines” 
to purify water in the next 
convoy. One unit of the mobile 
purification plant arrived in 
Iraq Saturday through Iran. 
The equipment was sent by the 
European Community (EC). 

In the meantime, Jordanian 
charitable and voluntary orga- 
nisations are also contributing 
to the relief effort in Iraq. 

Hundreds of people throng 
the Iraqi embassy in Amman 
every day seeking embassy en- 
dorsement of documents 
allowing relief supplies' entry 
to Iraq. 

“It is our duty to help our 
Iraqi brethren,” said an elderly 
man from Zaraqa as he pro- 
duced a sheaf of papers across 
the window at the Iraqi embas- 
sy indicating that one of the 
voluntary societies in the 
northern town was sending a 
truckload of mineral water. 

Another organisation from 
Irbid was sending foodstuff — 
mostly canned hommos and 
phool as well as bread. “We 
bave already sent eight truck- 
loads of food and we bope to 
send at least 20 other trucks in 
the next two weeks,” said 
Mohammad Qasem. 

“All the drivers are volun- 
teers and truckowners are 
offering their vehicles free of 
cost.” he told the Jordan 
Times outside the embassy. 


As an embassy official re- 
turned the endorsed docu- 
ments. one could hear him call 
out the names of organisations 
and societies from all over the 
Kingdom, including some from 
Karak and Maan as well as 
Aqaba. 

All relief supplies to Iraq are 
sent in coordination with the 
Jordanian Red Crescent Socie- 
ty (JNRCS) and a national 
committee. 

Reuters adds from 
Baghdad: Senior relief 
agency officials said Sunday j t 
could be at least two weeks 
before they could assess dam- 
age from the air raids and 
work out an emergency prog- 
ramme. 

“It’s a country of 18 million 
people and we don't yet know 
to what extent vital installa- 
tions were destroyed and how' 
quickly certain areas can be 
repaired,” Andreas Wigger, 
chief ICRC delegate, said in 
an interview. 

“It is certain that there will 
be a large programme for a lot 
of organisatioms.” he told 
Reuters. 

Mr. Wigger said the ICRC 
was seeking Iraqi permission . 
to send health workers and 
other staff to provincial areas 
to assess needs. 

Surveys so far bave been 
limited to Baghdad, where an 
ICRC sanitation engineer met 
water authority officials last 
week. 

A joint mission of the Un- 
ited Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) and the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
has also visited the Iraqi capit- 
al. 



Irbid volunteers Sunday load vehicles with bread destined for Iraq 
(Photo by Yousef A1 'Allan 


“We are still in the process 
of ascertaining what is needed 
and then once we consolidate 
good data we can act rapidly,” 
s aid E zio Gianni Murzi, UN- 
ICEF's permanent representa- 
tive to Baghdad. 

He said there was already a 
dear need for drinking water, 
powdered baby milk or 
alternatives and vaccines 
against the main killer dis- 
eases. 


“Vaccine programmes have 
come to a virtual halt,” he 
said. 

Electricity and most dean 
water supplies stopped in 
Baghdad after air raids on 
utility plants began. 

Baghdad Radio said Saturdy 
that electridty should be res- 
tored to parts of the capital 
during the hours of darkness 
from Sunday night. It said all 
the rity would get power after 
dark within seven days. 


Text of Security Council Resolution 686 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Following is the text of a re- 
solution adopted by the Secur 
ity Council later Saturday set- 
ting terms for a definitive end 
to hostilities between a U.S.- 
led coalition and Iraq: 

The Security Council, 
RECALLING and reaffirming 
•its resolutions 660 (1990), 661 
(1990), 662 (1990), 664 (1990), 
665 (1990), 666 (1990), 667 
(1990), 669 (1990), 670 (1990), 
674 (1990), 677 (1990), and 
678 (1990), 

RECALLING the obligations 
of member states under article 
25 of the charter, 
RECALLING paragraph 9 of 
Resolution 661 (1990) regard- 
ing assistance to the govern- 
ment of Kuwait and paragraph 
3 (C)of that resolution regard- 
ing supplies strictly for medical 
purposes and. in humanitarian 
circumstances, foodstuffs, 
TAKING note of the letters of 
foreign minister of Iraq con- 
firming Iraq's agreement to 
comply fully with all of the 
resolutions noted above (S/ 
22275). and stating its inten- 
tion to release prisoners of war 
immediately (S/22273), 
TAKING note of the suspen- 
sion of offensive combat op- 
erations by the forces of 
Kuwait and the member states 
cooperating with Kuwait pur- 
suant to Resolution 678 
(1990). 

BEARING in mind the need 
to be assured of Iraq's peaceful 
intentions, and the objective in 
Resolution 678 (1990) of res- 
toring international peace and 
security in the region, 
UNDERLINING the import- 
ance of Iraq taking the neces- 
sary measures which . would 
permit a definitive end to the 
hostilities. 

AFFIRMING the commit- 
ment of all member states to 
the independence, sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of 
Iraq and Kuwait, and noting 
the intention expressed by the 
member states cooperating 
under paragraph 2 of Security 


Council Resolution 678 (1990) 
to bring their military presence 
in Iraq to an end as soon as 
possible consistent with 
achieving the objectives of the 
resolution. 

Acting under chapter VII of 
the charter. 

‘1. Affirms that all twelve 
resolutions noted above con- 
tinue to have full force and 
effefrt; 

2. Demands that Iraq imple- 
ment its acceptance of all 
twelve resolutions noted above 
and in particular that Iraq; 

A. Rescind immediately its 
actions purporting to annex 
Kuwait: 

B. Accept in principle its 
liability under international 
law for any loss, damage, or 
injury arising in regard to 
Kuwait and third states, and 
their nationals and corpora- 
tions, as a result of the inva- 
sion and illegal occupation of 
Kuwait by Iraq: 

C. Immediately release 
under the auspices of the In- 
ternational Committee of the 
Red Cross, Red Cross 
societies, or Red Crescent 
societies, all Kuwaiti and third 
country nationals detained by 
Iraq and return the remains of 
any deceased Kuwaiti and 
third country nationals so de- 
tained: and 

D. Immediately begin to re- 
turn all Kuwaiti property 
seized by Iraq, to be com- 
pleted in the shortest possible 
period; 

3. Further demands that Iraq: 

A. Cease hostile or provoca- 
tive actions by its forces 
against all members states, in- 
cluding missile attacks and 
flights of combat aircrafts; 

B. Designate military com- 
manders to meet with counter- 
parts from the forces of 
Kuwait and the member states 
cooperating with Kuwait pur- 
suant to Resolution 678 ( 1990) 
to arrange for the military 
aspects of a cessation of hosti- 
lities at the earliest possible 
time; 

c. Arrange for immediate 


access to and release' of all 
prisoners of war under the 
auspices of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
and return the remains of any 
deceased personnel of the 
forces of Kuwait and the mem- 
ber states cooperating with 
Kuwait pursuant to Resolution 
678 (1990); and 

D. Provide all information 
and assistance in identifying 
Iraqi mines, booby traps and 
other explosives as well as 
any chemical or biological 
weapons and material in 
Kuwait, in areas of Iraq where 
forces of member states 
cooperating with Kuwait pur- 
suant to Resolution 67S (1990) 
are present temporarily, and 
in the adjacent waters: 

4. Recognises that during 
the period required for Iraq to 
comply with paragraphs 2 and 
3 above, the provisions of pa- 
ragraph 2 of Resolution 678 
(1990) remain valid: 

5. Welcomes the decision of 
Kuwait and the member states 
cooperating with Kuwait pur- 
suant to Resolution 678 (1990) 
to provide access and to com- 
mence immediately the release 
of Iraqi prisoners of war as 
required by the terms of the 
Third Geneva Convention of 
1949, under the auspices of the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross: 

6. Requests all member 
states, as well as the Linked 
Nations, the specialised agen- 
cies and other international 
organisations in the United 
Nations system, to take all 
appropriate action to cooper- 
ate with the government and 
people of Kuwait in the recon- 
struction of their country; 

7. Decides that Iraq shall 
notify the secretary-general 
and the Security Council when 
it has taken the actions set out 
above; 

8. Decides that in order to 
secure the rapid establishment 
of a definitive end to the hosti- 
lities, the Security Council re- 
mains actively seized of the 
matter. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Egyptian judge postpones verdict on attacks 

CAIRO (AP) — Because of security reasons, the verdict in the 
case of 20 men accused of attacks against Israeli and American 
diplomats was postponed to April 2. a judge said Sunday. Judge 
Emad Eddin Ismail of the supreme state security court had been 
scheduled Sunday to issue his verdict on alleged members of a 
group called Egypt's Revolution who indude the eldest son of the 
late President Gamal Abdul Nasser. State security prosecutor 
Abdul Meguid Mahmoud told the court that prison authorities 
could not transport the imprisoned defendants to the court room 
before 4 p.m. (0200 GMT) Sunday because of “security circumst- 
ances." Only a handful of the defendants — those who are out on 
bail — were present in their cages. They included Khaled Gamal 
Abdul Nasser, a 40-year-old engineer and professor at Cairo 
University. The prosecutor did not elaborate on the security 
problems. President Hosni Mubarak gave a nationally broadcast 
speech Sunday morning and security was increased in the streets 
along his route, including Salah Salem Road where the court is 
situated. 


Iran clerics say Rushdie sentence stands 

NICOSIA (R) — Two leading Iranian clerics called Saturday for 
the decree ordering the killing of British author Salman Rushdie to 
be carried out. “God willing, that command will be carried out and 
consequently give the world a significant shock,” said Ayatollah 
Abdul Karim Musavi-Ardebili. Iranian television said he was 
speaking at a conference in Tehran on interpreting the edict of the 
late spiritual leader Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. In February 
1989, Ayatollah Khomeini ordered Muslims to kill Rushdie for 
blasphemy in his novel “The Satanic Verses.” Bombay-born 
Rushdie in December renewed his faith in Islam and disavowed 
anti-Muslim sentiments by characters in bis book. He appealed to 
Muslim governments and religious leaders to forgive him so he 
could emerge from hiding in Britain. But Iranian clerical groups 
meeting last month offered no hope the decree would be lifted. 


CBS TV crew arrive in Britain after being freed in Baghdad 

LONDON (Agencies) — Four CBS television newsmen arrived in 
Britain Sunday after being freed from 41 days of Iraqi captivity and 
went straight into hospital for two to three days of medical checks. 
A spokesman in the television network's London office said Bob 
Simon. Peter Bluff, Roberto Alvarez and Juan Caldera arrived 
from Amman aboard a chartered executive jet at Biggin Hill 
airport south of London. The four were released in Baghdad 
Saturday. They had been picked up by an Iraqi army patrol on the 
border between Saudi Arbia and Kuwait on Jan. 21, four days after 
the start of the Gulf war. CBS Vice-president Dona Decesara told 
reporters in Baghdad Saturday that the four had hpen “interro- 
gated closely" by Iraqi authorities on why they were in a military 
area. “They're all in good spirits ... they iook in fairly good shape 
... but they're looking very tired," the spokesman said oii Sunday. 
For Bluff, a Briton, the journey home was over. The other three 
will be returning to America after the hospital checks. 


Cheney sees 
greater U.S. 
presence in 
post-war Gulf 

WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
Defence Secretary Dick Cheney 
said Saturday the United States 
may keep an aircraft carrier bat- 
tle group in the Gulf region after 
the war and maintain a “more 
robust air presence” there. 

Mr. Cheney said U.S. fighter 
aircraft could be “rotating 
through on a regular basis” if 
Gulf states agree to such a plan. 

He said the United States was, 
however, not interested in a 
“large, permanent, long-term 
U.S. ground presence” in the 
region. , 

But in a television interview, 
Mr. Cheney said few security 
measures are needed in the- re- 
gion and that Gulf states, once 
cool to contact with the United 
States, would welcome a more 
active military presence. 

“We've crossed a significant 
threshold there,” Mr. Cheney 
said. 

He said it would be possible to 
have an aircraft carrier group in 
the Gulf “on a regular basis.” 

Mr. Cheney also said he ex- 
pects to have plans in place “with- 
in the next week or two” for the 
withdrawal of the half-million 
U.S. troops in the Gulf. 

Mr. Cheney signalled for the 
first time that the removal of the 
U.S. troops may be shorter than 
tbe seven-month buildup that put 
them in place. 

“It will take less time than it 
did when it started,” he said. 

Mr. Cheney said that once a 
unit-by-unit timetable for pulling 
troops out of the Gulf was In 
place, it could be implemented 
“almost immediately." 

Mr. Cheney said Secretary of 
State James A. Baker will be 
focusing on postwar security dur- 
ing his upcoming visit to the Gulf. 

But he warned that while U.S. 
relations with Gulf states will be 
much closer than in the past, it 
will be up to leaders of the Arab 
states “to take the lead.” 

“We do not want to impose 
ourselves in a way that is politi- 
cally objectionable," Mr. Cheney 
said. 

He also said the United States* 
victory over Iraq does not mean 
that it must always resort to force 
in order to settle international 
difficulties. 

“It would be a mistake for us to 
operate as if we have a dog in 
every fight — we don't” he said. 

On other Gulf-related matters, 
Mr. Cheney said: 

—Iraq still is in a pqsition to 
deploy some infantry forces in 
order to protect its own borders 
and the allies believe it still has 
some missiles and launchers left. 

— The war could not have been 
won without the active involve- 
ment of women in many roles, 
including those that put them in 
harm's way. Mr. Cheney said he 
expected more jobs to open up to 
women, even thought they are 
barred from combat. 

"Tbe definition of what consti- 
tutes a combat role has eroded 
and I would expect the role of 
women will continue to expand,” 
Mr. Cheney said. 


Qadhafi 

(Continued from page 1) 
wouldn’t be something called 
Kuwait and another called Iraq.” 

“Tbe Iraqi people would not 
have suffered that much, humili- 
ated and taken the burden of this 
tragedy if Arab oil was fairly 
distributed,'’ be added. 

Col. Qadhafi criticised Iran for 
what he said was its failure to 
deliver its promise to fight Amer- 
ican domination in tbe Gulf. 

“Here is America coming into 
Iraq on the border with the Isla- 
mic Republic. Where is the Ira- 
nian Revolutionary guard which 
was said to number one million... 
where is the Islamic revolution?” 
he asked. 

“Here is the great Satan (Iran's 
term for the United States) on 
Iran’s border and world arro- 
gance reaching its peak. What is 
Iran’s position towards American 
control,” JANA quoted him as 
saying* 


Iraqi troops moved from 
borders towards Baghdad 


RIYADH (AP) — Iraq is pulling 
two mechanised brigades from its 
northern borders towards Bagh- 
dad, possibly fra 1 use if fighting 
resumes with the allies, a military 
source said Sunday. 

The Iraqi units had readied 
almost to within 100 kilometres of 
Baghdad, said the source, a 
senior allied officer. He specu- 
lated the movements were de- 
signed to “protect die regime and 
to counter (a possible) resurg- 
ence” in allied attacks. 

Near tbe Kuwaiti border in 
southern Iraq, allied and Iraqi 
battlefield commanders met Sun- 
day to craft a permanent ceasefire 
from the unilateral halt to allied 
offensive actions that U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush ordered 
Thursday, 

In those talks, it was unlikely 
the United States would agree to 
immediately surrender Iraqi terri- 


tory under its control, smd the 
allied officer. Indeed, be said 
allied engineering teams were 
heading to several captured Iraqi 
airfields Sunday to conduct dam- 
age inspections. 

Tm not sure that we’re in any 
great hurry to get out, and Pm 
not sure he’s in any position to 
dictate rhat we leave,” the officer 
said. 

The officer said the movement 
of die two Iraqi brigades south 
towards Baghdad roughly _ coin- 
cided with ffie allied decision to 
conditionally halt offensive op- 
erations against Iraq. 

One of tbe mechanised bri- 
gades belongs to Iraq's Republi- 
can Guard. They are considered 
Iraq’s best-trained forces. 

The officer said the army is 
unlikely to bring these units into 
Baghdad itself. 


Algeria tells Le Monde 
reporter to leave country 


ALGIERS (AP) — Algeria has 
ordered the correspondent for 
the French newspaper Le Monde ‘ 
to leave the country following an 
article he wrote alleging that the 
country was approached for asy- 
lum by Saddam Hussein. 

The Foreign Ministry said the 
article, published in the Friday 
edition of the daily, amounted to 
disinformation. 

The ministry had denied the 
allegations immediately after 
publication, calling the article by 
Georges Marion a fabrication. 

A ministry statement issued 
Saturday said accreditation for 
Mr. Marion was being with- 
drawn. 

The statement, carried by the 
official APS news agency, ex- 
pressed regret at the measure, 
but said tire objective of the 
article was to tarnish “in one 
manne r or another the i n t er ests 
of Algeria and its image.” 

It said it had “a right to expect 


that Mr. Marion, a confirmed 
professional journalist, verify the 
facts be reports before publishing 
them.” 

“Before such a notorious case 
of disinformation,” the ministry 
stud it derided with regret to 
withdraw his accreditation. 

The article in question said that 
the Iraqi leader could seek exile 
in Algeria and that Algerian au- 
thorities only wanted guarantees 
that, once here, he would not be 
pursued for “war crimes.” 

He sited anonymous informed 
sources for his information. 

An Indian newspaper reported 
Sunday that President Saddam 
had wanted to seek asylum in 
India, but the government re- 
jected two “secret overtures” last 
month. 

The mass circulated Sunday 
Observer said “India bad been 
one of the countries where (Presi- 
dent Saddam) had explored the 
possiblity of securing asylum.” 


Gulf oil slick much 
smaller than thought 


BAHRAIN (R) — About two 
million barrels of crude spilled 
into the Gulf during the Gulf war, 
less than one fifth of the original 
estimate of feared pollution in the 
strategic waterway. Gulf ofl in- 
dustry sources said Sunday. 

But two mxlHon barrels — the 
equivalent of a supertanker cargo 
— is still eight times the amount 
of crude spilled in the Exxon 
Valdez disaster and has already 
polluted dozens of beaches on the 
Gulf coast. 

The sources said on Sunday 
U.S. coastguard pilots and other 
observers had been able to fiy 
over polluted areas following the 
cessation of hostilities by tbe 
U.S.-led allies after the with- 
drawal of Iraq’s armies from 
Kuwait. 

Rolling smoke from hundreds 
of burning Kuwaiti oil wells last 
week obscured much of the 
northern Gulf from the air and 
putting out those fires is a major 
problem in itself. 

Military officials in the U.S.- 
led coalition had released almost 
no data on spills over the war 
rone. Poor coordination among 
clean-up organisations had ham- 
pered progress in tackling the 
pollution, the oil sources said. 

“There were no proper steps 
taken to map it. or track it, 
despite the fact we (the coalition) 
had air superiority since Jan. 17,” 
said one Gulf-based oil industry 
manager. 

The U.S.-led coalition on Jan. 
25 accused Iraq of purposely re- 
leasing oQ into tbe Gulf from 
tankers and ofl plants in Kuwait. 

Iraq countered that the pollu- 
tion was created by allied bomb- 
ing. 

Saudi ofl officials bad predicted 
the spill could be as large as 11 
million barrels, more than three 
times the worst spill, recorded in 
1979 into the Gnlf of Mexico. 


Some crude has evaporated but 
some heavy brown residues 
mixed with sea water have sunk 
to the bottom or washed up on 
beaches. 

These residues are the main 
threat, but they are also floating 
aixnfnd is much larger areas of 
“sheen, "a silvery to rainbow col- 
oured residue which is not as 
thick, they said. 

Tbe main disaster area is all the 
way down the Saudi coast from 
the Kuwait border, as for as 
Jubail, they said. 

Millions of marine creatures 
may have died in the sluggish 
brown tides which have washed 
ashore. The coastal sea is also a 
prime breeding ground for fish, 
shrimp, and plants which form 
the base of the Gulfs marine 
food -chain. 

Dead sea cows and turtles have 
been washed up and thousands of 
birds covered in crude had died as 
well. 

Saudi researchers believe there 
. is about 1.5 million barrels of oil 
in this group of slicks. 

The oil sources estimated it 
could be as low as 5(H), 000 to one 
million barrels after evaporation, 
but because the oil could now be 
about 50 per cent mixed with sea 
water, the 1.5 million was poss- 
ibly the amount that would need 
to be cleared. 

A small part of this oil was 
from tanks at the Saudi town of 
Ras A1 Khafji which were hit by 
artillery fire during the war, but 
most was from tankers, and oil 
plant at the Kuwaiti town of Mina 
A1 Ahmadi. they said. 

Pilots had also seen a much 
smaller slick possibly around 100 
metres wide by 3.5 kilometres 
long to the south of Kuwait's 
Bubiyan Island. 

This seemed to come from 
tankers at Iraq's port of Minn A1 
Bakr, the sources said. 


PRAYER TUNES 


Fajr 

05:58 (Sunrise) Duba 

11:48 Dhnhr 

isaos - Asr 

17:37 Maghreb 

18:54 4 lsha 


CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Cbnrcfa Swcifjch 
Tel. 810740 

AnonbBa of God Gmb, Tel. 
632785. 

Sl Joseph Chardi Tel. 624590. 
Chard! ef the Annanriatton TcL 

637440. 

De to SaBe Charch Tel. 661757 
Tcmsaata Chardi Tel: 622366 
Chord! of the Aunmcialloa Td. 
623541. 

Aagfican Cbnreb Td. 625383. Td. 
628543- 

Amentia CatfaaHc Chardi Td. 

771331. 
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Armenian Orthodox Chan* Tel. 
775261. 

Syrian Orthodox Chardi Td. 771751. 
A mma n International Charch Td. 

685326. 

Evangelical Lolheran Chun* Td: 

81 1295. 

The Chardi of Jesas Christ of Latter- 
Bsj Saints Td. 815817. 654932. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department oi 
Meteorology. 

it wOl be warm, and partly doudy. in 
Aqaba, it wiB be dusty. 

Mia. /max. temp. 


Amman 7/30 

Aqaba 15/27 

Deserts 5/22 

Jordan Valley 15/26 


Yesterday's hi g h temperatures: Am- 
man 17. Aqaba 24- Humidity readings: 
Amman 44 per cent, Aqaba 27 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Moha mma d Ashour 886993 

Dr. Adel Arnmari 812148 

Dr. Ibrahim Abu Hamid 677436 

Dr. TayseerKhadie 606857 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ffeidows pharmacy 778336 

AlAsetna pharmacy 637055 

Nairookh pharmacy 623672 

A1 pharmacy 636730 


Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

pharmacy 637660 

IRBID: 

Dr. Aymen Abul Haija (—1 

A1 Sharaa' pharmacy 275825 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Tarcq Hijjawai (— )• 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 


emergencies 

Food Control Centre 63711 1 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Gvd Defence Immediate 

Rescue tittM 

. Civil Defence Emergency 199 


Rescue Potkc 192,621111,637777 


FrrcBri^de 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PubfeSccnity Department ...... 630321 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints... 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Centra] Amman Telephone 

Repair* 623101 

Abdati Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111. 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 


Jordan EJcdrnty Authority ... 815615 


Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information ..... — 08-53200 


Oueen Aba Ind. Airport. 08-53200 


hospitals 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

KhaBdi Maternity, J. Amn ... 644281/6 
Akfleh Maternity, J.Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Mdhas,J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmesani .......... 664171/4 

Shmefeaai Hospital 669131 

Unhertity Hospital 84S845 

AI-Moasber Hospital 667227/9 

Tbe Islamic. Abdab 666127/37 

AJ-Ahli, Abdafi 6641646 


ItaEan, AJ-Muhajiren 777101/3 

AI*Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Army, Marta 891611/15 

Queen Afia Hospital 602240/50 

Amd Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: . 

ZarqaGovL Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)99 1071 
IbnSina Hospital ... (09)986732 


Dumh 

Princess Basina Hospital _ (02 )275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

IbnAINafees Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hays Hospital .... (03)314111 


MARKET PRICES 

Uppezflower price in Os per kg. 


Banana 500/450 

Banana (Mnkammar) ........ 450 / 400 

Beans 580 /S20 


Cabbage 100/ 60 

Canot 200/150 

Cauliflower 220/180 

Cucum b ers (large) 150/100 

Cocambers (small) 300/250 

Date* 500/400 

S88P*«» .. 180/120 

Ga* 6 1400/1300 

Crapdririt 200 1 130 

Lctwffl — 200/150 

Mvrowflarge) 140/ 90 

Marrow (small) 320 / 260 

Onioofdry) 280 / 220 

Onion (green) 180/140 

Okra .. 600 / 500 

540/250 

”PP er ( hot ) - 400 / 350 

180/140 

ESS ™ IW 

£g.:- -W/3S0 

— 100/ 50 

Tomatoes 170/120 
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Flow of 



> 


from Iraq 
drops 

By P.V. Vrv ekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Most of the non- 
Jordanian refugees coining across 
the border from Iraq in the wake 
of the ground assault and 'subse- 
quent ceasefire are Egyptians, 
official sources said Saturday. 

A statistics sheet available 
Saturday indicated that 3,025 re- 
fugees of various nationalities 
were in Jordan. The bulk of them 
were Egyptian, with 1,900, fol- 
lowed by Iranians (307), 
Sudanese (237), Yemenis (3) and 
others (203). 

The figures did not include 
those at the transit camps near 
the A1 Roweished border post. 
For some unexplained reason the 
statistical paper said “no contact” 
l with the camps. No Jordanian 
officials were immediately avail- 
able for comment. 

Internationa] Organisation for 
Migration (IOM) officials said 
ferry trips for the Egyptians and 
flights for the Sudanese and 
others were being arranged and 
the majority of them would be 
evacuated by the end of the 
week. 

The fiigfat home of Somalis 
could be delayed since the “situa- 
tion is not dear in Somalia'' 
following the upheaval there 
which ousted the regime of Presi- 
dent Mohammad Siad Bane, said 
an official. “We are trying to find 
alternative routes for them to the 
nearest country from where they 
can cross to Somalia," the offidal 
said. 

The Somalis, some of whom, 
arrived here in August, had 
sought political asylum in a third 
country through the United Na- 
tions High Commissioner for Re- 
l fagees (UNHCR) on grounds 
that they faced insecurity and 
persecution at home under the 
Siad Barre regime. 

The situation changed with the 
toppling of the regime, but latest 
reports indicated that factional 
fighting had erupted in some 
areas of the Horn of Africa coun- 
try. 

Many of the Iranians are also 
seeking asylum through 
cnvweax, Out most are already 
registered as refugees by the com- 
mission's officein Iraq. “ OJ , 

Some of them were members 
of the Iranian opposition group, 
Mujahedeen-e-Khalq, which was 
based in Iraq until Baghdad and 
Tehran agreed to make peace in 
August, shortly after the Aug. 2 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait v nch 
triggered the Gulf crisis. Vast of 
them have either infiltrated back 
into Iran or left for Europe 
through Jordan. 

Diplomatic sources said the in- 
crease in the number of Egyp- 
\ bans coming across the border 
could be related to fears of re- 
tribution by Iraqis for Egypt’s 
leading role in the American-led 
coalition which waged tbe war 
against Iraq. - 

According to IOM' figures, 
close to 20,000 people — over 
half of them Egyptian — have 
been repatriated through Jordan 
since the beginning of the war. 
The next highest figure was 
Sudanese with about 4,300, fol- 
lowed by Yemenis (1,305), Viet- 
namese (1,219), Indians (1,159), 
Moroccans (162), Pakistanis 
(158), Sri Lankans (93) and 
Bangladeshis (79). Another 5,000 
have been evacuated through 
Iran, and 180 through Syria and 
190 through Saadi Arabia. 

A senior official of the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
* Cross (ICRC) described the 
’ situation by midday Saturday at 
A1 Ruweished as “calm and nor- 
mal:’* 

A- few Jordanian families bad 
crossed but otherwise there is very 
little flow of refugees, he said. 


Mass layoff of workers, 
employment in industries 
become thorny subjects 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The question 
of mass layoff of workers at va- 
rious private organisations and 
firms was discussed in depth at a 
meeting between Labour Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim A1 Dughmi and 
Khaldoun Abu Hassan, chair man 
of the Federation of Jordanian 
Chambers of Industry and Trade, 
and an agreement was reached on 
prusuing efforts to settle relevant 
issues. 

Doghzm stressed that dismissal 
problems should be settled in 
cooperation between the federa- 
tion, the ministry and the em- 
ployers union, and emphasised 
the need for Jordanian organi- 
sations to safeguard the worker's 
interests under the present diffi- 
cult circumstances, according to 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

In January, Abdul Halim 
Khaddam, secretary-general of 
tbe Federation of Jordanian 
Labour Unions and members of 
the federation’s executive bureau 
complained to Prime Minis ter 
Mudar Badran about problems 
related to unemployment among 
workers in Jordan, and tbe prime 
minister promised that the gov- 
ernment would do all ft can to 
help sorve this problem. 

Furthermore, Mr. Badran 
noted that the new labour law 
would provide further protection 
to the Jordanian workers and 


would give them immunity 
against a rbi tr a ry dismissal from 
private sector insmtions and com- 
panies. 

The layoffs were an obvious 
symptom of the serious consequ- 
ences of the Golf crisis on Jor- 
dan's economy. Some businesses 
have reported a drop in opera- 
tions by up to 90 per cent. 

The Jordan Industrial Estates 
Corporation last mouth reported 
that not a single investor bad 
requested to start a business at 
the Sahab Industrial Qty near 
Amman since the outbreak of the 
Gulf crisis last August. 

Atf the meeting Sunday tbe 
minister and" Abu Hassan re- 
viewed the question of non- 
Jordanian workers in the King- 
dom and ways to control the local 
labour market by substituting 
non-Jordanians with local job 
seekers after offering unem- 
ployed Jordanians training at the 
Vocational Tr ainin g Corporation 
(VTC). 

The minister and Abu Hassan 
decided fo set up a committee 
grouping representatives from 
the Mmikry of Labour, the VTC 
and the Federation of Amman 
Chamber of Industry to discuss 
the country’s industrial sector’s 
problems and its needs of work- 
ers. 

The committee, according to 


Petra, wQl examine the type of 
training, the workers need and 
offer special training required to 
conform to companies' plans. 

The two sides also didded to 
link approval of any work permit 
offer to non-Jordanians to the 
vocational training programmes 
and plans and to focus attention 
on giving training to Jordanians 
in areas of dress making mid sew- 
ing, leather industries and plastic, 
production, the agency added. 

The VTC bad already prepared 
plans to offer job seekers three to 
six months training courses to 
enable them to take up jobs 
manned now by non-Jordanians. 

According to Petra, tbe two 
sides Sunday agreed on bolding a 
symposium on means of increas- 
ing industrial production. 

They noted that the symposium 
should be well-prepared for the 
chamber and the Ministry of 
Labour. 

A1 Dughmi and Abu Hassan 
also agreed to introduce amend- 
ments to the VTC law and the 
customs and to take measures for 
reducing interest on loans to in- 
dustrial projects. The two offi- 
cials deferred for six months pay- 
ments due from industrial 
businesses to the Social Security 
Corporation in a bid to help these 
industries overcome the present 
difficulties. 



COHGRATUIJVTlC>'~S: Prince Raad pats. 
Mohammad Shaker on the shoulder wishing' 


him speedy recovery as Dr. Sayegh and other 
citizens look on (Petra photo) 


Corneas of dead man bring 
new life to two patients 


By Elia Nasrallah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Two Jordanians, 
Ahmad Abdul Qader and 
Mohammad Shaker, have re- 
ceived corneas of a dying man. 
The beneficiaries have a very 
good chance of getting back nor- 
mal sight, according to Fuad AJ 
Sayegh, director of the eye bank' 
at Jordan University Hospital in 

Amman . 

Dr. Sayegh told the Jordan 
Times that Ahmad Abdul Qader, 
45, has an 80 per cent chance, 
while Mohammad Shaker, 13, 
stands a 95 per cent chance of 
total recovery. 

The two beneficiaries received 
tbe corneas of another Jordanian, 
Mukhallad Ahmad A1 Werikat 
only three and a half hours after 
his death, said Dr. Sayegh. 

He said that one of the benefi- 
ciaries had suffered from corneal 
opacity, resulting from a viral 
infection of the cornea, while the 
other suffered from a hereditary 
disease — kerato-conus. 

Both had very bad sight before 


the operation which Dr. Sayegh 
conducted at Jordan University 
Hospital. 

It is good that Jordanians have 
now started donating corneas fol- 
lowing a long period daring which 
the country had to either import 
them or acquire them in the form 
of gifts from abroad, Sayegh said. 

Dr. Sayegh said that be and his 
colleagues had conducted at least 
850 cornea operations since 1978 
and most of them were successful 
by tbe standards of the World 
Health Organisation (WHO). 

He said that at least 500 pa- 
tients were on tbe waiting list in 
his hospital. 

Dr. Sayegh, who urged people 
to donate their corneas, said that 
corneas should be given to the 
eye bank within six hours of the 
deceased person having passed 
away. 

Dr. Sayegh, who sounded 
deeply satisfied with the outcome 
of the two operations, said that 
tbe beneficiaries were in excellent 
condition and could be dis- 
charged by Wednesday. 

Tbe operation for Ahmad took 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King congratulates Bulgarian president Farhan elaborates on visit to Turkey 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Sunday sent a 
cable to Bulgarian President Zfcelyu Zhelev to congratulate him 
in his name and on behalf of the Jordanian government and 
people on Bulgaria's National Day. King Hussein wished Zhelev 
continued good health and happiness and the Bulgarian people 
further progress and prosperity. 

Taher holds talks with Iran envoy 

AMMAN (Petra) — Energy and Mineral Resources ; Minister 
Thabet A1 Taher received Sunday the Iranian Charge d Affaires 
in Amman, Hussein Marjian. Taher and Marjian disaipd ways 
of enhancing bilateral relations and bolstering cooperation in the 
fields of energy and mineral resources. 

Ministry awards two contracts 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of A^col^_&md^ 
SSaSeement with two local companies. The first agreement 
provictesto^mstnicting a services braiding in A1 Ruweisbedarea 
STtoS cost of JD 205,000. The second agreen 
the maintenance of computers at the Nati onal 
cultural Research and Technology Transfer al an annual cost of 

JD 5390. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Senator Ishaq Al Farhan, who led a 
Jordanian parliamentary delegation which visited Turkey recent- 
ly, said the delegation met with several officials and party leaders 
in Turkey and briefed them on Jordan's stand in the Golf crisis 
and exchanged with them views on the Turkish stand. Faihan said 
both the Jordanian and the Turkish sides stressed the need to 
resolve the region’s problems within the Arab and Islamic 
contexts without foreign intervention. Both sides warned of the 
dangers inherent in the Soviet-Jewish immigration to occupied 
territories and of Israel's expansionist policies. The delegation 
accompanying Farhan comprised Deputies All Al Faqir and Fuad 
Al Khalafet. 

UDD starts medical campaign 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Urban Development Department 
(UDD) started a campaign Sunday for children’s treatment under 
the motto “specialised medical treatment days.” The one-month 
campaign aims at getting acquainted with the health situation and 
di se a se s spread among children. The campaign will cover children 
in the areas of Al Nuzha, Umm Tina, Al Jofah, Prince Hassan 
Estate, Al Mahasreh, Al M anara h and Marka. The United 
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) contributed to the campaign 
by providing medicine and some medical equipment. 



KING VISITS ARMY HQ, PSD — His Majesty King 
R myin Sunday visited the Jordanian Armed Forces Headquarters 
where he was received by Chief of Staff General Fathi Abu Taleb 
and his assistants. King Hussein, the Supreme Commander of the 
Armed Forces, met with Abu Taleb and discussed with him issues 
of concern to the armed forces. The meeting was attended by Royal 
Court Chief Sharif Zed Ben Shaker. Later King Hussein visited 
the Public Security Department. King Hussein was received by 
PSD Director Matfor General Fade! All FubekL, his assistants, tbe 
inspector general and tbe commander of the Sadia and border 
guards. His Majesty held a meeting with Foheid and was reassured 
by h™ of the high level of PSD personnel. The King was 
accompanied on the visit by Sharif Ben Shaker. 


Syria, Jordan to cancel 
all fees on vehicles soon 


War-risk insurance 


premium abolished 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Jordanian-Syrian Higher Joint 
Committee has decided on new 
measures to facilitate travel be- 
tween the two countries accord- 
ing to an announcement here 
Sunday by Transport and Tele- 
communications Minister Jamal 
Al Saraireh. 

The minister said that con- 
cerned authorities in Amman and 
Damascus have finalised arrange- 
ments for exempting Syrian and 
Jordanian vehicles used to trans- 
port passengers and goods (pri- 
vately or publicly owned) from all 
fees, taxes and service charges or 
any other fees that have to date 
been imposed on transport be- 
tween the two countries. 

According to the minister, the 
higher committee meeting held in 
Damascus under the co- 
chairmans hip of the Jordanian 
and Syrian prime ministers, 
agreed on a number of measures 


to facilitate transport between the 
two countries. 

He said that the exemptions 
cover the stamps, fees for travel 
books and extra service charges 
among other levies. 

The minister said that the two 
sides agreed to set up a join: team 
in the coming few days to make a 
field visit to the border posts at 
Ramtha in Jordan and Deraa in 
Syria to initiate means for the 
implementation of the agree- 
ment. 

He did not say when the agree- 
ment will go into force. 

Saraireh said that the exemp- 
tions were bound to facilitate the 
transport of goods and passengers 
between Jordan and Syria and 
reduce the cost of travel for either 
side. 

In addition, he said, the faefli- 
ta ties were bound to contribute to 
further enhancing ties between 
the Jordan and Syrian people. 


Jordanians to help 
Iraqi reconstruction 


place last Thursday while 
Mohammad’s operation took 
place on the following day. 

The donor, 24-year-old 
Mukhallad, died as a result of a 
car accident Wednesday evening. 

Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Raad Ben Zeid, who is also chair- 
man of the Eye Bank Friends 
Society, Sunday called at the 
hospital and wished the two pa- 
tients a speedy recovery. 

The prince, along with the rela- 
tives of the two beneficiaries, 
voiced appreciation to the father 
of the donor, Mr. Ahmad Taleh 
Werikat, for his generous and 
noble act which resulted in two 
people recovering normal sight. 

Prince Raad appealed to the 
public to donate their corneas to 
tbe eye bank after their death. He 
said that the eye bank bas opened 
a register for donors, issuing 
them special cards for that pur- 
pose. 

Dr. Sayegh, who accompanied 
the prince on tbe visit, said that 
the donation of the cornea left no 
unpleasant effects on the eyes of 
the donor in any form. 


; AMMAN (J.T.) — The Federa- 
tion of Jordanian Labour Union 
is sending workers to Iraq to 
contribute to the reconstruction 
J programme there in the after- 
math of the U.S.-led aggression 
j on the Arab country. 

A statement announcing the 
decision said that the move was in 
■ implementation of a resolution 
: taken by the central council of the 
Arab international Labour Fed- 
. eration at its recent meeting in 
j Khartoum. 

Ahmad Khndeiri, who chairs a 
committee in charge of the prog- 
i ramrne, said that the Jordanian 
labour delegation which attended 
, the Khartoum meeting discussed 
i broad lines of a scheme for pro- 
; viding Iraq with Arab workers 
and plans to send the teams over 
to Iraqi cities. 

Khudeiri said that a team rep- 
resenting the Federation of 
Jordanian Labour Unions would 
visit Iraq this week to discuss 
matters with the labour federa- 
tion there and to have a dose 
hand study of the situation. 

He. said that the federation has 
now issued an appeal to Jorda- 
nian workers ur ging them to go to 

Iraq and contribute to this noble 
cause. 

.He said that the federation 


would covr the cost of transport 
to and from Iraq and announced 
that a number of local organisa- 
tions declared their readiness to 
pay tbe wages in full. 

The Jordanian workers’ team 
who took pan in the Khartoum 
meeting was led by Abdul Halim 
Khaddam, the federation's 
secretary-general, who said that 
teams representing 13 Arab coun- 
tries took part in tbe meeting 
which decided to send Arab 
workers and dispatch consign- 
ments of food and medical sup- 
plies to tbe Iraqi people. 

Khaddam, who has now re- 
turned, to Amman, said that the 
team went to Cairo and met with 
the Egyptian Workers Federation 
to discuss Jordanian-Egyptian 
links in labour-related affairs. 

According to Khaddam. the 
Arab International Labour Fed- 
eration has decided to hold its 
next meeting in Amman. 

In the meantime, the first con- 
voy of trucks laden with food 
supplies donated by the Zarqa 
region left for Iraq Sunday. 

President of tbe Zarqa Cham- 
ber of Commerce Ibrahim 
Taldeddin said that the teams set 
up for collecting donations were 
continuing their task and more 
convoys would be sent to Iraq 
soon. 


Basra 


Continued Grom page 1) 
much as possible. All Iraqi 
citizens as well as our liberal 
revolution are in need of the 
foreign forces which is available 
inside Iraqi lands." 

A group of Sri T.jmkan refugees 
earlier reached Kuwait from Bas- 
ra and said angry civilians were 
fighting troops. 

“TTie revolution has started in 
Basra. They are saying that their 
country must be Islamic ..." said 
Abdul Aziz, a Sri Lankan worker 
who had been taken to Basra as 
an Iraqi hostage. 

“They want to be like Iran,” he 
told Reuter correspondent Jeff 
Franks. 

Southeastern Iraq is populated 
by the majority Shi’ite Muslims. 

The area is largely cut off from 
Baghdad by the American army 
which outflanked Iraqi forces in 
Kuwait and southern Iraq last 
week, reaching tbe Euphrates 
Valley but halting without 
occupying any large towns. 

Baghdad Radio said Sunday 
evening that President Saddam 
had met the ruling Revolutionary 
Command Council and “discus- 
sed the latest political develop- 
ments.” The radio gave no de- 
tails. 


Another refugee from Basra. 
Egyptian mechanic Saad Ahmad 
Othinan, said that “the people 
rose up" in the small hours of 
Saturday when a Shi’ite sheikh 
“started preaching and everyone 
realised the situation — that they 
had no need to fear anymore.” 
The Iranian news agency 
IRNA said that in the eastern 
towns of Al Amarah and Ali Al 
Gharbi security forces made no 
effort to check demonstrations. 

In another developments, U.S. 
forces took 1,405 Iraqi soldiers 
prisoner on Kuwait’s Falaika Is- 
land and seized 20 aircraft at an 
Iraqi air base Sunday, the U.S. 
military aid. 

Spokesman Brigadier-General 
Richard Neal also said he hoped 
there wonld be no more big bat- 
tles after allied and Iraqi generals 
agreed on some terms for a 
permanent ceasefire. 

Helicopters ferried the Iraqi 
soldiers from Falaika to a U.S. 
warship and then on to prison 
camps in Saudi Arabia. They 
included a brigadier-general, , 
Allied forces did not try to 
retake the island, which guards' 
the approach to Kuwait harbour. 

Early on Sunday, U.S. service- 
men overflew the island in heli- 
copters telling Iraqis who wished 
to surrender to gather at a meet- 
ing point. 


RJ takes steps 
to return fleet, 
increase flights 

By Nenneen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Royal Jordanian (RJ) fleet of aircraft which was 
based temporarily in' Vienna during the Guif war will return to 
Amman as war-risk insurance premiums will be cancelled as of today, 
Monday. 

An RJ spokesman announced Sunday that the national carrier will 
increase regular flights out of Amman and maintain a 50 per cent 
working schedule for the coming month starting next Saturday. 

Flights from Amman were reduced to around two per day during 
the war while insurance rates of JD 100 on regional flights and JD 167 
ou international flights were added to all ticket prices. 

“AU aircraft will return to Amman and will operate out of the 
Kingdom on the same routes as before the eruption of the crisis," the 
offidal said. 

Extra insurance premiums on air cargo will also be lifted for 
Jordanian exports, the offidal said. Surcharges on shipping by air had 
increased to JD .300 for each kilogramme of produce and JD .500on 
other commercial Jordanian exports. 

The offidal explained that a decision has been taken to “reactivate 
airplanes and routes gradually to a rate of 50 per cent as of next 
Saturday and until the beginning of April when RJ will re-adopt its 
winter schedule completely.” 

RJ resumed its flights to Jeddah and Abu Dhabi in late February 
after a break of nearly four weeks and to Mascat earlier this month. 


Contractors seek help 
to win jobs in Gulf 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian Contractors Association 
(JCA) Sunday called on the gov- 
ernment to pave the way for 
Jordanian contractors to take 
part in the reconstruction prog- 
ramme expected to start in the 
Gulf area in the wake of the war 
there. 

Awni Al Saket, the association 
president said that Jordanian con- 
tracting companies were ready to 
contribute to the construction 
progr amm e in the Gulf region 
and in Iraq, and noted that a 
special committee charged with 
offering contracting services wifl 
shortly start intensive contacts to 
offer such services in the Gulf. 

The government can support 
the committee's endeavours since 
such a scheme is bound to reduce 
the problem of unemployment in 
the Kingdom, ensure more re- 
mittances from expatriates and 
more income in hard currency, 
Saket said in a statement to the 
Jordan News Agency. Petra. 

Before the Gulf crisis, Saket 
said, the contracting business in 
Jordan used to absorb neraly 15 
per cent of the total workforce in 
the country but many of tbe 
workers have now lost their jobs 
as well as the contracting firms 
due to the situation in the Gulf 
and its consequences on tbe King- 
dom. 

Saket said that nearly JD 100 
million have been invested in the 
country by the contracting 
businesses, which he now esti- 


mated to have lost one third of 
their invested capital due to the 
crisis. 

The contractors, he said, also 
have to pay back debts and accu- 
mulating interest on them, a bur- 
den which was hampering tbe 
contractors' come-back. 

Last December. Saket met 
with Prime Minister Mudar Bad- 
ran and presented him with a 
series of grievances facing the 
local contractors and put forth 
demands which, be said, were of 
paramount importance for the 
survival of the contractors sector 
in Jordan. 

The country has 400 contrac- 
tors, down from 800 last Febru- 
ary, said Saket who estimated 
that 50 contractors were now 
dropping out of the market every 
six months. 

Before tbe crisis which affected 
nearly all Jordanian sectors, the 
contracting business had 70,000 
workers who were employed in 
building schools, roads, hospitals 
and other projects mostly earned 
out by the Ministry of Public 
Works and Housing, Saket 
noted. 

He said that the contractors 
were demanding that the govern- 
ment pay the contractors a total 
of JD 3 million to cover part of 
tbe difference in price resulting 
from the rise in prices of mate- 
rials, die devaluation of the dinar 
and tbe soaring interest rates oo 
loans. 


Bank, QAF to launch 
sheep-fattening project 


AMMAN (J.T) — The Industrial 
Development Bank (IDB) and 
the Queen Alia Social Welfare 
Fund (QAF) are joining hands to 
carry oat a sheep fattening pro- 
ject benefiting the needy families 

of southern Jordan. 

Director of IDB's development 
and work fund. Dr. Abdul Hah 
Abu Ayyash announced that the 
bank's board has just decided to 
release JD 130,000 for the project 
which would cover five govemo- 
rates in the kingdom. 

A total of JD 58.000 will be 
offered as a grant and JD 72,000 
will be given as an interest-free 
loan to finance the establishment 
of 10 centres for fattening sheep 
in Maan, Karak. Tafileh, Mafraq 
and Amman gove morales. 

The project would be com- 
pleted in three years time. 

Dr. Abn Ayyash said that the 
JD 58,000 sum would finance 
fixed assets like rnstaliations and 
buildings while the JD 72,000 
loan would cover the purchase of 
sheep for the initial stages of the 
project. 

In the first year, three centres 
will be set up, two of them in the 
Maan governorate and one in 
Tafileh. The second year will 
witness the creation of three 
more centres in Maan, Karak and 


Tafileh while the remaining four 
cent, cs will be establish e d in the 
jurd year in Karak and die Am- 
man region, according to Dr. 
Abu Ayyash. 

He said chat QAF would take 
charge of tbe task of im- 
plementing and supervising tbe 
whole project and would set up 
cooperative societies grouping 
families benefiting from the pro- 
ject to run the operations and to 
carry out expansions in tbe fu- 
ture. 

Before the creation of the cen- 
tres, Abu Ayyash noted, 1,100 
families will be selected to be 
trained and to benefit from the 
project. 

In the fifth year of the project 
each of these families will be 
owing 10 heads of sheep to raise 
and to benefit from their income 
which is expected to come up to 
JD 500 a year. 

The project, he said, would 
create job opportunities to fami- 
lies and would help improve their 
standard of living and nutrition 
which would be made up of milk 
and its products. 

Abu Ayyash said that the be- 
neficiaries would benefit from the 
project by marketing the lives- 
tock products with QAF assist- 
ance. 


Jaljouli meets envoys 

AMMAN (Petra) — Health Minister Adnan Jaljouli received 
Sunday in separate meetings the ambassadors of Oman and Sudan 
to Jordan as well as the North Korean Charge d’Affaires in 
Amman. Jaljouli discussed with the envoys Jordan's relations 
with each respective country and ways to enhance them in 
health-related fields. 
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Nation and its future: 
Democracy’s the answer 

AS THE international community is busy searching for a 
new international order, the Arab World should be equally 
interested in articulating its own new order in the aftermath 
of the Gulf catastrophe. The Arab countries and their 
peoples share many aspirations and ei\joy several common, 
unbreakable tics. There is every justification to formulate a 
set of new ground rules to govern inter-Arab relations 
especially in the wake of the failure of the old rules to 
contain a crisis of the size of the Gulf conflict and resolve it 
without foreign interference and any sort of bloodshed. 
There is no other place to begin than from within each and 
every Arab country. The process has to start with the 
introduction of operational democracy to every state of the 
Arab World. Whether it takes the form of a shura council or 
parliamentary system of government, the main point 
remains that without consultations with the representatives 
of the people, there will always be room for wrong decisions 
that could deal fatal blows to Arabs and their interests 
everywhere. In retrospect, the failure of inter-Arab dialogue 
and communication over the Kuwait case can be traced 
directly to the absence of democratic institutions in the Arab 
countries. Likewise, the wrong decisions taken by many 
Arab states vis-a-vis that situation can equally be attributed 
to the lack of effective democratic systems of government in 
the countries that were most directly involved in the 
debacle. 

Jordan has been blessed with a thriving democracy ever 
since the national elections of 1989. The country will enter 
the threshold of a new era In democratic development when 
the National Charter is adopted and endorsed by the people 
in the immediate future. Granted that democracy in the 
country Is still In its infancy stage and that there is a great 
deal more to be done in order to perfect it before Jordan can 
be sure of the institutionalisation of its experiment. Never- 
theless a beginning has been launched and it has been a 
promising one. On the foundation of this new beginning a lot 
more can be expected to be constructed in due course. 
Jordan's Arab neighbours stand to profit from oar experi- 
, race in this regard. But what is needed, above all, is a 
| realisation by Arabs and non-Arabs alike that the Arab 
World is not the exclusive property of persons and regimes. 
Rather, it is the collective will of our masses and peoples that 
l has to be the only source of government, and power in this 
l part of the world. 
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EDITOR'S NOTE: An unclassified Pentagon document obtained 
by Pacific News Service detailed an extensive rote for ULS. military 
forces in Kuwait's recovery for as long as five years. Planners also 
projected civilian casualties of up to 25 per cent of Kuwait’s 
population; iwififi law conditions for up to one year; and harsh 
security measures aimed particularly at “stay-behind Palestinians 
and Iraqis” who are described as potential terrorists. PNS editor 
Sandy Close and associate editor Dennis Bernstein prepared this 
report on the document. Sam Sternberg, a veteran writer on 
intelligence affairs, also contributed to this report. 


U.S. military forces wilt 
assume full control over Kuwait 
affairs for up to three months 
following its liberation, according 
to an unclassified Pentagon docu- 
ment detailing plans for Kuwait's 
post-war reconstruction. Despite 
the absence of U.N. mandate 
authorising such a role, U.S. 
forces will then assist the govern- 
ment of Kuwait (GOK) in the 
country's rehabilitation for up to 
five years and even longer. 

The document, obtained by 
Pacific News Service, projects an 
enormous toll in Kuwaiti casual- 
ties from the ground war. Plan- 
ners estimate that “the number of 
killed or injured in a conflict 
scenario could exceed 25 per cent 
of Kuwait's population (esti- 
mated at 800.000). 

The 200-page document also 
states the martial law measures 
will be in effect during an 
emergency phase of up to three 
months but could be extended by 
the GOK for up to one year. It 
contains no mention of plans to 
expand democratisation in 
Kuwait during its reconstruction. 
Instead, even after martial law is 
lifted, planneis assume that all 
political restrictions that existed 
prior to the war — including a 
1976 press law banning criticism 
of the Emir — will be restored. 

The brunt of tough security 
measures both during and after 
■the emergency phase will be 
borne by Palestinians and other 
“expatriates" who accounted for 
as much as 61 per cent of 
Kuwait's pre-war population. 
The document in several sections 
equates “stay-behind Palesti- 
nians*' with Iraqis and states that 
terrorist action is expected from 
from both groups. 

The document, issued by the 
352nd Civil Affairs Command 
now based in Riyadh, was com- 
piled by teams of military plan- 
ners working in consultation with 


officials of the GOK between the 
first week of November and Janu- 
ary 16 (the latest date entered in 
the report). A spokesman for the 
Command, reached by phone in 
Riyadh would neither confirm 
'nor deny the existence of the 
document. 

Dry. full of charts, maps, 
graphs, tables, the document’s 26 
appendices cover every imagin- 
able reconstruction need from 
burying the dead to caring for the 
wounded, from repairing the air- 
port and restoring the flow of oil 
to the capture of subversives and 
the guarding of government 
documents. Section after section 
details requirements for the num- 
ber of chairs, desks, English and 
Arabic typewriters, types of com- 
puters and software, staples and 
scotchtape — even the number of 
daily calories to be provided each 
civilian resident. Also itemised 
are the numbers of nurses, doc- 
tors, morticians, and specialists in 
police, fire, psychological and in- 
telligence operations needed to 
get Kuwait back on its feet. 


and tertiary care for non- 
combatants in Kuwait will be 
difficult if not impossible during 
the emergency period,” it states. 
“Evacuation of seriously ill, in- 
jured to medical care in hospitals 
outside the country may be essen- 
tial to save lives.” 

The document goes on to state 
that while the GOK has standing 
contracts with extramural hospit- 
als in the Gulf, “they do not plan 
to fund such medical care for 
non-citizens." Presumably, that 
care will be left to private volun- 
tary agencies, the U.N., the In- 
ternational Committee of the 
Red Cross, all acting under the 
supervision of U.S. forces. But 
even citizens may not receive 
timely care because plans only 
call for air transport for up to 150 
patients per day. 

If the ground war lasts longer 
than a week, the report predicts 
“Ae general level of toe popula- 
tion's health will be severely de- 
graded by stress, lack of medical 
care, war and severe diarrhea.” 
With 40 per cent of Kuwait's 
population under toe age of 15, 
the report noted that “large num- 
bers of children may be lost.” 
To restore and maintain secur- 
ity in liberated Kuwait, toe report 
calls for the creation of a Kuwaiti 
security force of up to 10,000. It 
adds that “use of U.S. military, 
security and safety equipment 
may be required in the short term 
and in the intermediate term as 
well.” 


U.S. military planners want the Kuwait m—Ha to abstain from 
criticism of the Emir, quoting from the Emir witboot his 
permission; publishing information affecting the value of national 
currency or creating mi sgi v ings about the Kuwait economy; 
criticising other Arab leaders.” 


A careful reading of the appen- 
dices, however, highlights several 
proplem areas that go will beyond 
logistics and will inevitably pre- 
sent a mix of political, economic 
and human rights issues for post- 
war Kuwait. 

First and foremost is meeting 
the health care needs of the sur- 
viving population. After one 
week of ground war. Pentagon 
planners axe prepared to find 
some 40,000 dead civilians, 
100,000 wounded and 42.000 
sick, and virtually no functional 
medical facilities.. “Long term 


During the initial emergency 
phase all residents of Kuwait will 
be issued identity cards and 
screened for Interrogation. 
■Camps will be constructed to 
provide housing for displaced 
civilians and to separate out pris- 
oners of war, Iraqis and other 
“potential terrorists” who have 
remained behind. 

Even after the emergency 
period is over, the report notes 
that the GOK will “impose mar- 
tial law, using emergency legisla- 
tion, for a period of up to a year.” 
War crimes will be prosecuted in 


Kuwaiti tribunals “conducted by 
personnel from GOK public safe- 
ty and security agencies with 
assistance from allied personnel.” 

Under' an appendix titled 
Telecommunications/Public 
Communications, the document 

details plans for imposing total 
press censorship and control until 
the end of the emergency period. 
“Broadcasting (will be) limited to 
Government of Kuwait-owned or 
operated stations,” toe report 
states. 

Throughout the reconstruction 
phase, toe Kuwaiti media — de- 
scribed as one of the liveliest and 
freest in the region prior to the 
war — win revert to restrictions 
defined by the 1976 press law. 
These specifically ban “criticism 
of the Emir; quoting from the 
Emir without his permission; 
publishing information affecting 
the value of national currency or 
creating misgivings about the 
Kuwait economy; criticising other 
Arab leaders.” 

The most sweeping str u ct u ral 
changes described in the report 
have to do with Kuwait’s banking 
and business sectors. “Senior 
Kuwaiti officials intend to res- 
tructure the financial system,” 
the report states. “This is a very 
sensitive political decision be- 
cause the prominent merchant 
families are linked through the 
interlocking ownership of these 
institutions. The Palestinians vir- 
tually controlled the banking sys- 
tem.” 

The goal of financial restruc- 
turing, the report suggests, is an 
economy that will be more tightly 
controlled by the ruling minority, 
to the detriment of toe Palesti- 
nian expatriate population. 

The document states that a new 
currency wflj be Introduced but 
emphasises that this will occur 
only after all residents are issued 
new ED cards. Palestinians, it 
warns, will push for toe currency 
reform to Ire implemented prior 
to the issuance of ID cards. 

The document’s most detailed 
plans are for patting out oil well 
fires. As early as Nov. 8, the day 
Washington announced increased 
troop deployments in the Gulf, 
Pentagon planners were calling 
for toe completion of con n a cts 
already being negotiated with toe 
world’s four companies capable 
of dousing oil field fires. 


Israel prepares for future wars 


i v i i 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

PERHAPS ihc nc» cm in inter-Arab relations is the mos: 
difficult to dan . dint tin- Arabs arc divided and their 
economics ate tattcicd. -><nd Al Ri'l Arabic daily Sunday. The 
paper uni ihat the Arab states ought t»> thwart enemy plans 
auninr, at maintaining Mich n situation in the Arab World and 
aborting Israel's dmc to maintain occupation of Arab land, so 
that the Arab*, ran by no means raise thetr voices demanding a 
solution for the Arah-I*racli conflict In Ins address to the nation 
last week, the Kinj*. was keen to call for a reconciliation among the 
Arabs so that thr future can lie constructed with confidence and 
with venous thought about the future generations, Ihe paper 
noted It said should the Arabs remain in disarray. Israel would 
find its goluen opportunity to perpetuate its occupation of Arab 
land and continue its repression against the Palestinian people. In 
the law o\ all these danger.. the Arab leaders shoulder a senous 
responsibility towards their nation and towards saving the future 
of their countries from the common enemies, said the paper. 
Healing of the wounds and ending the divisions among the Arabs 
states, vud Al Ra'i, should be number one priority because it 
added the dismemberment of toe Arab World is Israel's first 
priority. The paper called on the Arabs to do everything in their 
power to overcome the differences and embark on re- 
construction 

S»wt Al Shaab Arabic daily said that it is time for the U.N. 
Security Council to lift the sanctions imposed on Iraq for 
occupying Kuwait now that die Iraqi troops have pulled out from 
the Gulf emirate; and it is time for the western countries to stop 
tampering with Iraq's security and interfering in Iraq’s internal 
attain if the Gulf region is to enjoy security and stability. The 
paper said that now that the Kuwaiti government has been 
reirtstituied, and the Kuwaiti people returned home, there is no 
justification for the United States and its allies to retain forces in 
the Gulf. The Soviet Union and China have been very lenient 
with the United States, France and Britain, and have allowed the 
western powers to exercise their aggression on Iraq, and it is now 
time for Moscow and Peking to stop all blackmail exercised by the 
West on the Arab countries, the paper demanded. The paper also 
called on the Security Council to refain from approving U.S. 
resolutions which arc considered harmful to toe Arab Nation and 
an infringement on the U.N. organisation's authority. It said that 
Iraq has accepted toe council resolutions, responding favourably 
to Moscow's call and Moscow's promises that everything will end 
once Baghdad gave its favourable response. The major powers of 
the world and the U.N. both shoulder a heavy responsibility 
towards rc-eslablisbing peace in the post war era. 


The following article is reprinted 
from the Feb. 22 issue of the 
Israeli newspaper. 7he Jerusalem 
Post. 

By Yitzhak Rabin 

THE GULF war is unique, and 
so one has to be extremely careful 
in drawing any conclusions from 
it. 

Fust, we had a warning period 
of five months before hostilities 
erupted — an unbelievable lux- 
ury for those who remember the 
surprise of Yom Kippur J**73. 
Second, while (he JDF hasn't 
fired a single bullet so far. ihe 
home front ss having to absorb 
missile attacks, which have 
caused damage and casualties. 

A miracle has occurred in the 
Guli war: Others are doing our 
job fer us and. a; this stage, the 
price we axe basing to pay is 
minimal. For now. as far as we 
are concerned, this is a “deluxe 
war.'' Future wars, 1 fear, will be 
far harder and more painful. 
Anyone who has sensed the vast 
amounts and variety of weapons 
in the hands of Arab countries, 
can guess what will happen if we 
are caught up in a war. 

During the Yom Kippur War. 
the General Headquarters of the 
Syrian army in the heart of 
Damascus was hit. In ihe wake of 
the attack, the Syrians came to 
the correct conclusion that 
they wouldn't he able to hit the 
Israeli home front with air raids. 
Thus, since 1975. they have been 
deploying surface-to-surface Scud 
missiles, to enable them to hit toe 
Israeli home from without need- 
ing to cross ihe border and 
jeopardise pilots and planes. 

Since the early 1980s, Syria has 
been systematically deploying 
Scud missiles, with toe addition 
of SS-2I surface-to-surface mis- 
siles. which has a shorter range 
(SO kilometres) but is far more 
accurate, they are capable of 
hitting military targets such as 
army bases and airstrips. Over 
the years, toe Syrians have im- 
proved their missile deployments, 
adding chemical warheads; they 
now possess missile attack capa- 
bilities several times more 
dangerous than those of Iraq. 
Anyone who chooses not to be 
aware of these facts has a serious 
problem. 

An effective defence against 
surface-to-surface missiles has yet 
to tie found- Before they are 
launched, they are hidden in 
underground bunkers, and it is 
cxtremelv difficult to hit them. 


They need be outside for only a 
short time before launching, after 
which they are returned to the 
bunkers. No weapon has yet been 
invented which can reliably inter- 
cept a missile after launching. 

Because of all this, it is dear 
that the IDF must be prepared 
for war — primarily to deter any 
Arab country from initiating a 
war against Israel and, should this 
deterrent fail, to defeat the 
enemy quickly. Why quickly? 
Among other reasons, because as 
long as the war continues, there is 
no certainty that the home front 
will not be hit by surface-to- 
surface missiles. 

The threat of such missiles 
being used against Israel became 
more serious in 1988. when the 
Iraqis employed Scud missiles 
against Tehran, causing severe 
casualties and damage. When the 
Iraqis increased the Scud missile 
range to 600 kilometres, it be- 
came dear that anyone who can 
send a missile from Iraq to 
Tehran can send one to Tel Aviv. 
In the same year. Saudi Arabia 
also received long-range surface- 
to-surface missiles from China. 
Three Arab countries now have 
the ability to launch surface-to- 
surface missiles: Syria, Iraq and 
Saudi Arabia. 

What have we got to defend 
ourselves against these missiles? 
A great deal. Israel has the ability 
to retaliate devastatingly. inflict- 
ing massive damage on any Arab 
capital. This can be done by the 
air force. Arab leaders are well 
aware of this, and we have made 
quite sure they know it via the 
media. 

The fact is that Syria. Iraq and 
Saudi Arabia have not initiated a 
war against Israel. Our powers of 
deterrence have prevented this 
since toe Yom Kippur War, de- 
spite Arab missile-launching 
capabilities. As for as we are 
concerned, the most important 
front is Syria, because we share a 
border, and because Syria has the 
ability to start a conclusive war 
against us, one including toe use 
of planes and missiles. 

Our deterrents worked in toe 
case of Iraq as well — which is 
why it chose to attack Kuwait and 
not Israel. Iraq has been laun- 
ching Scud missiles against Israel 
since it was attacked by the vast 
forces of toe U-S. and the inter- 
national coalition, bat this has 
. been with toe aim of dragging us 
imo the war rather than defeating 
ns. 

As part of our preparations for 


combating surface-to-surface mis- 
siles, we initiated an agreement 
with the Americans over the de- 
velopment of the Arrow anti- 
missile missile. T signed the agree- 
ment with then-Defence Secret- 
ary Caspar Weinberger in 1987, 
as part of the Star Wars program- 
me. We were the first country in 
the world to enter the field of 
missiles against tactical missiles. 

This wasn't all. In June 1987, a 
short time after the Scud attacks 
on Tehran, I went to the U.S. in 
search of solutions to the prob- 
lems we were facing as a result of 
this new state of affairs. 

1 requested and was granted a 
special visit to the Patriot anti- 
aircraft missile battery in Hunt- 
sville. Alabama. The senior com- 
manders of the Air Defence and 
Patriot batteries, as well as repre- 
sentatives of Raytheon, which 
manufactures the Patriot, were 
present at the in-depth meetings. 
The Americans were asked to 
come up with a programme for 
protecting Israel against surface- 
to-surface missiles, even though 
we were aware of the fact that toe 
Patriot was not built to intercept 
missiles. The American repre- 
sentatives did not have a method 
for intercepting missiles. 

Around that time, the Amer- 
icans began upgrading and impro- 
ving the Patriot missile, giving it 
toe abilities we know today. Even 
now, however, it is not a fool- 
proof defence against missiles. 

We also applied ourselves to 
developing a weapon capable of 
destroying surface-to-surface mis- 
siles before they are launched. 
For obvious reasons, I cannot go 
into detail. 

What else must we do? We 
must prepare toe home from. 

Preparation of the home from 
began in toe War of Independ- 
ence, in 1948, when sandbags 
were placed outside shelters in 
order to protect civilian popula- 
tions. The concept became offi- 
cial policy in 2951, with the Law 
of Civil Protection, by which a 
shelter must be built in every, 
building in the country. In 1965. 
h was ordered that each private 
and public body most build its 
own shelters. This has been en- 
forced almost totally since 1969. 
Even so, there are thousands of 
old houses in Israel in which it is 
impossible to build shelters. 
Large amounts of money were 
thus allocated for the building of 
public shelters in old neighbour- 
hoods. In recent years, Haga has 
allocated money to help turn 


underground car parks imo soph- 
isticated shelters. An example is 
throne under the new Tel Aviv 
central bus station, which can 
hold 17.000 people. 

Seventeen thousand people in 
one shelter? Why? 

We have known for several 
years what every civilian now 
knows: that Israel has no warning 
system against missile attacks. 

For such a system we need 
satellites, and for satellites we 
need billions of dollars. We don't 
have billions of dollars, and so, 
for the time being, we don’t have 
satellites. On the other hand, toe 
Americans have special satellites 
which can detea missiles' laun- 
ches anywhere in toe world. It is 
thanks to these U.S. satellites 
that we now have five minutes’ 
warning to go imo our sealed 
rooms or shelters. 

But. and this is the brutal truth: 
in another war, without Amer- 
ican satellites, we would have no 
warning, or a minute’s warning at 
toe most. It is perfectly possible 
that surface-to-surface missiles 
could explode in toe heart of 
population centres without a 
siren being sounded. 

What would we do? 

In a serious situation of that 
kind, there would be only one 
thing to do: put all civilians who 
haven't been called up for milit- 
ary service imo shelters and pro- 
tected houses for a relatively long 
period and strive to defeat toe 
enemy as quickly as possible, in 
order to wipe out the threat of 
missiles attacks. This is why the 
central bus station shelter was 
built. If war broke out. 17.000 
residents of southern Tel Aviv 
could seek refuge there for toe 
entire duration of the war. 

Over the years, all our re- 
sources. funds and efforts have 
been devoted to developing the 
IDFs attack forces — planes, 
tanks, artillery and others. AD 
these could help finish a war 
quickly and decisively, in order to 
neutralise, among other things, 
the threat of missile attacks on 
civilians. 

Of course, one could disagree 
with the defence policy we have 
followed since the establishment 
of toe state. We coaid have in- 
vested everything we have in 
shelters, gas atrop i ne 

syringes. Box as a former defence 
minister responsible for policy 
and its e nfor c em ent. I haven’t toe 
s li g htest doubt that we (fid every- 
thing possible to prepare a proper 
attack force — mid that we were 
right. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


Now that 
Kuwait is 
liberated, 
liberate 
Palestine 

By Waleed Sadi 


NOW that the Gulf war is behind us. and toe Gulf crisis is on rhe 
verge of resolution, toe screws will be tightened against the allied 
powers to deliver on their moral commitment to settle the other 
simmering conflicts in the Middle East. Israel is beginning to feel 
toe heat and is bracing itself for a long haul of political and 
possibly economic pressure to accommodate Washington and its 
allies and vindicate their posture throughout toe Gulf crisis. 
Oearly Damascus is awaiting early returns on its support to the-, 
anti-Iraqi coalition and probably has already received assurances- 1 
that toe Golan Heights are once again: negotiable. Tel Aviv will 
be equally pressed to negotiate over the West Bank and Gaza 
strip. The Iraqi Scud missile attacks on it: throughout toe Gulf 
war has proved beyond a shadow of doubr that Israel's security 
does not lie in territory and in holding on to Arab lands but rather 
in something much more comprehensive and lasting. Israel's long held 
view that it needs Arab territory to ensure its security' has thus become 
baseless. Riyadh, Cairo and Kuwait are also projected to act 
force hilly in the direction of resolving the entire Arab-rsraeli 
conflicts including the Palestinian question if for no reason other 
than to prove that the horse that they betted on is a winner all the 
way. Having sided so openly with the Western alliance against the 
mainstream of public Arab thought and feelings, such Arab states 
will probabaly wish to retrieve some of the losses that they had 
incurred with their respective peoples and elsewhere in the Arab 
World by showing that toe way to an effective resolution of the 
decades-old Arab-Israeli conflict lies with them and toe West. 
The talk of the international community is once again focused on 
the role of toe PLO in any such revitalised campaigns for a Middle 
East solution. The West now estimates that the PLO has lost 
credibility and relevancy in view of the fact it sided whole- 
heartedly with Baghdad over the Gulf crisis. Israel also seeks to 
exclude toe PLO from any such futuristic negotiations over the 
fate of the West Bank and Gaza Strip. But there is nothing new in 
this stance whether it comes from Tel Aviv or from Washington 
and its allies. What could determine this point one wa v or another 
is the position of Amman. Damascus, Riyadh and Cairo. Cairo 
has maintained its position on this issue during the entire Gulf 
crisis and termed the convening of an international peace 
conference on the Arab-Israeli conflicts as still on as far as it was 
concerned. Saudi Arabia is not expected to renege on its past 
commitment to the conference idea to resolve toe Arab-Israeli 
conflicts. Equally supportive of the principle of holding such a 
conference under toe aegis of the U.N. Security Council are 
Moscow and Pari*. In fact the two capitals have put themselves 
squarely on the side of holding such a forum as recently as during 
toe final stages of the Gulf war. Jordan has of course always j 
maintained the faithful adherence to the idea and never found J 
cause to deviate from such a principled posture. Damascus is \ 
equally on record as accepting the principle of holding nesotcr \ 
tions with Israel under the U.N. umbrella. Last but not least il» \ 
Palestinian people have opted for the international peace confer- ; 
ence forum also. Needless to say. the common denominator for | 
all toe countries that support the conference idea is the J 
indispensable place of toe Palestinians in it and the agreement ■ 
that this prerequisite* needs to find expression in the PLO. - 
This continuing dichotomy in positions on the role of PLO in j 
any futuristic negotiations between the Arabs and Israel takes the i 
world to square one as it were. The PLO leadership would need 
first to reestablish bridges with the capitals that can exercise 
effective influence on the initiation and course of such talks. This 
will take time of course. The PLO would probably be asked to 
rearticulate its negotiating position before it is accepted as a 
negotiating partner. One can see months if not years passing by . 
before any real movement is achieved. All preparatory talks 
would most likely get bogged down over semantics and tactics. 
Yet if the world is sincere in getting the Palestinian case settled 
once and for all. it must allow the only existing spokesman for toe 
Palestinian people to negotiate on . their behalf one wav or 
another. The PLO has therefore an .important role to play in the 
quest for a permanent settlement of the Palestinian conflict. The 
minute Washington and Tel Aviv yield to this logic the sooner the 
world can get on with the business of solving the comer stone of 
the Arab-Israeli conflicts. Once negotiations on this basis appear 
in toe horizon, a “ceasefire" can also be applied to the occupied 
territories in order to give a breathing space to such negotiations. I 


Protest against injustice 

To the Editor 

I AM from Holland and came to join toe Gulf Peace Camp re 
protest against the war and the use of force by any side. 

1m particularly concerned with the aggression of the U.N. 
the Islamic culture, and so many other cultures in the 
world. Having a ceasefire doesn't give any guarantee for peace. 
Western aggression a gain st the Islamic culture is continuing. So 
are intervention in Iraq, total denial of the rights of the 
Pale sti nian s, and great support for Israel and its army which is not 
going to promote the peace processes. 

Being here for toe last seven weeks has given me a better 
understanding of the Israel- Arab conflict. The first step to peace 
is to give the Palestinians their right and their own state. 

I foel that a movement for peace cannot deny the rights of the 
Palestinian people becaus e their struggle is a struggle for 
humanity and this is one of toe basic principles for peace. 

Therefore I regret that the Gulf Peace Team didn’t take a dear 
stand about the Palestinians in the Gulf crisis (as they did when 
they supported the Iraqi people in their suffering). 

The basic reason for the denying of toe Palestinians is as far as I- 
can see: the buildup of the Peace Team (even when it is a 
multi-racial team) came mostly from the U-K. and the U.S. so the 
support which is necessary for a peace movement lays basically in 
the Western pan of toe world, and a lot of people in these 
countries see the linking of Palestinians with peace as taking a 
sde, a side which is problematic in the West. It is sad but in 
general in the Western media a Palestinian is a terrorist. And 
people are ordinary^ people who get influenced by the 
general opinion. Therefore" my fasting will be a protest: 

suffering of people in wartime in the world. 

Against the denying of the Palestinian rights by the world 

community.' 

— Against the cultural intervention of toe West in toe Middle 
East. 

— Against the food sanctions of toe U.N. against Iraq. ^ 

Vivian Kratzer 
(member of Golf Peace Team) 
Amman . 
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Mandela emerges as leading moderate a year after release 


By Rich Mkhondo 
Rueter 

JOHANNESBURG — Nelson 
Mandela went to jail 28 years ago 
after failing to persuade South 
Africa's white leaders to sit down 
with representatives of the black 
majority to forge a non-racial 
democracy. 

Now the political ground rules 
have changed and one year since 
his release the African National 
Congress (ANC) leader sees his 
dream, at last, coming close to 
reality. 

But his statesmanship will meet 
its greatest test in coming months 
as he negotiates with the “old 
enemy” in Pretoria while trying 
to keep the loyalty of his ANC 
forces, impatient for a say in 
national government. 

“As far as our political activi- 
ties are concerned, I am not an 
individual, 1 am part of a team ... 
when talking about the future, it 
is better to be an optimist," he 
said recently. 

“If people expected miracles, I 
have no miracles,” he told a news 
conference to sum up his year of 
freedom. 

Despite his personal modesty. 


Mandela has played a key role in 
changing South Africa’s political 
landscape. 

“There is no doubt Mr. Man- 
dela should ahve been released... 
I believe he has shown no bitter- 
ness,” Foreign Minister Pik 
Botha said in parliament recent- 
ly- 

Mandela has travelled the 
world since walking out of Victor 
Verster prison outside Cape 
Town last February 11, but the 
add test of his leadership has 
been at home. 

He has had to try to quell 
murderous political faction fight- 
ing which has claimed thousands 
of lives in Johannesburg and Nat- 
al province townships, violent 
school boycotts and constant poli- 
tical bickering. 

Political analysts say Mandela 
has emerged relatively unscathed 
as a pragmatic moderate, willing 
to put half a lifetime of suffering 
behind him to fulfil his dream of 
non- racialism. 

“Mandela has emerged with 

imm ense dignity and an unshaken 
belief in his people's demand for 
justice and equality,” said politic- 
al scientist Gary van Staden. 


“He is firmly in is running the 
show. He is nobody’s puppet, he 
listens to his dose advisers. He 
executes decisions with stature,'’ 
van Staden said. 

Friends and political analysts 
say a lazge measure of Mandela’s 
stature evolved from the pre- 
liminary success of the ANCs, 
“talks about talks” with President 
F. W. de Klerk which aim to pave 
the way to full-scale constitution- 
al negotiations. 

Four months after his release, 
Mandela and other ANC officials 
held ground-breaking talks with 
the reformist government to dis- 
cuss the obstacles to non- racial 
democracy. 

“De Klerk and some of his 
minis ters are serious when they 
say they want a change in South 
Africa and I deal with them on 
that basis,” Mandela told repor- 
ters after one round of talks. 

“Bui I am not misled by their 
honesty. They are honest, but I 
am concerned with harsh reality. 
And the harsh reality is that 
apartheid is still in place.” he 
added. 

His friends say at 72, Mandela 
looks well despite his punishingly 


busy schedule. 

He has toured most major 
capitals to raise funds for the 
ANC, to brief heads of govern- 
ment about reforms in South 
Africa and to appeal for the 
maintenance of sanctions until 
Pretoria has dismantled apartheid 
entirely. 

Mandela says substantial prog- 
ress has been made in forging 
relations with rival organisations 
such as the radical Pan Africanist 
Congress and the Zulu-based In- 
katha Freedom Party, thus help- 
ing defuse township tension. 

The tentative hand of 
friendship extended last month to 
Inkatha leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi, his fiercest rival for 
black support, is another gesture 
boding well for future peace. 

The PAC has agreed to join the 
ANCs latest campaign against 
white rule, a plan of “mass ac- 
tion" which includes marches, 
strikes and consumer boycotts. 

“We have no vote. The only 
way we can focus attention on our 
grievances, when we fail to con- 
vince through persuasion and 
argument, is to exercise our pow- 
er, to go into the streets and 


demonstrate. We are going to do 
that," Mandela says. 

He says his organisation sus- 
pects that the government de- 
liberately stalled on the return of 
exiles and the release of political 
prisoners in a bid to incite the 
rank and file to rebel against 
ANC leader. 

Despite his statesmanship, 
things have not always been 
smooth sailing for Mandela. 
Abroad, his appeals for the di- 
plomatic isolation of South Africa 
and intensified economic sanc- 
tions have been politely rebuffed. 

His call for discipline and an 
end to violences was followed by 
the most serious upsurge in riots, 
killings and general mayhem ever 
seen in the townships. 

Intimidation by self- 
proclaimed ANC supporters of 
rival political organisations con- 
stantly undermines the ANCs 
protestations that it abides by 
democratic pluralism. 

Mandela's pleas to angry and 
often terrified township residents 
to give negotiation a chance have 
been met with rising cries for 
revenge and a supply of arms. 

Mobs rampaged through South 


Africa’s miserable black 
townships, unrestrained by states 
authority or politicians, driven by 
random bloodlust and vengeance 
rather than ideology. 

Mandela has often expressed 
frustration at a lack of govern- 
ment action while the townships 
blazed. He appealed publicly to 
de Klerk to use the army to impose 
order, although such a plea to the 
white-led security forces carried 
enormous political risks. 

The ANC at once appeared 
wrenched. One minute it was 
accusing security of waging war 
on blacks, the next it was plead- 
ing with the government to de- 
ploy troops. 

The average South African, 
black or white, has seen little 
more than mayhem since the 
"talks about talks” began, raising 
questions of Mandela’s grasp on 
the ANCs grass roots. 

Mandela’s position will depend 
on his ability in the coming year 
to keep the differing ANC fac- 
tions solidly behind him as he 
enters a more intricate phase of 
negotiation with his former foes 
and jailers in the white govern- 
ment. 



Nelson Mandela 


Terms 

(Continued from page 1) 

armoured vehicles flying the dis- 
tinctive white and red flag of the 
Red Crescent. 

The Saudi commander of Arab 
forces in the alliance .-Lieutenant- 
general Prince Khaled Ben Sol- 
tan, said on emerging from the 
talks: “I thmk we should consider 
today as a memorable, historic 
day.” 

He and Gen. Schwarzkopf 
talked with an eight-man Iraqi 
delegation led by Lieutenant- 
General Sultan Hashim Ahmad, 
chief of operations at the Iraqi 
Defence Ministry, and 
Lieutenant-General Saleh Abbud 
Mahmoud, the Iraqi 3rd corps 
commander. 

They sat on opposite sides of a 
small wooden table in a stiffing 
olive-green tent pitched beside 
the runway at Safwan inside Iraq, 
10 kilometres north of its border 
with Kuwait. 

U.S. soldiers in full-combat 

g/oa*. inc/utf/ug at least one 

American servicewdman, ringed 
the tent. y ; 

The tent was flanked by the 
hi-tech weaponry -Apache heli- 
copters, M-l tanks and Bradley 
fighting vehicles. 

The commanders of British, 
Frimch and Arab forces which 
joined the coalition watched as 
observers. 

Before the talks Gen. Schwarz- 
kopf gave orders that nothing 
should be done to humiliate the 
Iraqis. 

“I don’t want to embarrass 
■anyone. I don’t want to humiliate 
them,” the general told one of his 
planning officers as they walked 
in bright morning sunshine to the 
talks from the helicopter that 
took them to the air base. 

Lieutenant General Sir Peter 
de la Billiere, the British com- 
mander, said the atmosphere was 
“cold and determined” while 
Gen. Schwarzkopf described the 
exchanges as “frank and candid.” 
Gen. Schwarzkopf set the tone 
when he arrived from his head- 
quarters at Riyadh in Saudi Ara- 
bia and told reporters: “There’ll 
be no negotiations, only discus- 
sions. 

“Fm not here to give anything. 
I’m here to tell them exactly what 
we expea them to do.” 

The allied terms were those 
laid down by U.S. President 
George Bush when he declared a 
unila teral ceasefire by the coali- 
tion Thursday. 

Gen. Schwarzkopf said the Ira- 
qis agreed, as a symbolic gesture 
of good faith, to immediately 
release surviving allied air crews 
shot down over Iraq during, the 
air war that began on Jan. 17. 

The Baghdad government will 
aisn return the remains of airmen 
killed over Iraq and provide in- 
formation about those missing. 

Some 40,000 Kuwaitis taken to 
Iraq during the occupation will be 
treated as prisoners of war and 
allowed to return. 

A peace line has been drawn in 
occupied Iraq to ensure that in- 
advertent contacts do not take 
place between Iraqi and allied 
forces which could jeopardise the 
ceasefire. 

Gen. Schwarzkopf said the 
coalition made clear that there 
would be no withdrawal from 
occupied territory until Baghdad 
signal a formal ceasefire. 

Gen. De la Billiere stressed 
that the war could be restarted 
instantly if the Iraqis reneged on 
their co mmi tments or tried to 
attack coalition forces. 

"We are still in a state of 
hostilities and have only sus- 
pended offensive action,” he told 
reporters. 

The Iraqi delegation arrived by 
road from Baghdad and were met 
about 15 kilometres from Safwan. 
by U-S. military vehicles. 

They transferred to U.S. Hum- 


vee all-purpose vehicles for the 
remainder of the journey and 
arrived with an escort of 
armoured vehicles and Apaches. 

Gen. Schwarzkopf greeted 
them personally and conducted 
them to the tent. 

The Iraqis left without talking 
to reporters. 

Gen. Schwarzkopf told a news 
conference: 

“We have also made it very 
clear that upon the signing of a 
ceasefire, but not before, all 
coalition forces mil be withdrawn 
back from Iraqi tenitory that 
they are currently occupying.” 

“The most important point that 
we discussed was the immediate 
release of all prisoners of war.” 
he added. “We have agreed that 
this release should be immedi- 
ate.” 

The two sides had agreed that 
prisoners of war should be re- 
leased through the International 
Committee of the Red Cross. 

The U.N. resolution adopted 
Saturday notes chat Iraq has 
accepted all 12 resolutions and 
says this means Baghdad must 
rescind immediately its annexa- 
tion of a Kuwait and accept -in 
principle liability for any losses, 
damage or “plundering” of 
Kuwait. 

The resolution also demands 
that Iraq “cease hostile or pro- 
vocative actions by its forces," 
including missile attacks and 
flights by combat aircraft. 

It demands Iraq arrange for the 
immediate release of all allied 
prisoners of war and begin to 
return seized Kuwaiti property. 

All detained Kuwaiti and fore- 
ign nationals are to be released 
immediately under Red Cross au- 
spices and the remains of the 
dead returned. 

The resolution implicitly 
threatens a resumption of hostili- 
ties by pointedly noting that, until 
Iraq complies with all its terms, a 
council resolution authorising 
force remains in effect. 

Under pressure from the Soviet 
Union and China, the United 
States dropped more bellicose 
language that would have autho- 
rised hostilities if Iraq failed to 
comply with any of the demands. 

The resolution maintains all 
economic sanctions against Iraq, 
including foodstuffs, unless speci- 
fically allowed by the sanctions 
committee. 

Led by India, several non- 
aligned nations have proposed a 
resolution easing those restric- 
tions which the councfl may con- 
sider on Sunday. 

Baghdad 

(Continued from page 1) 

bridges, was damaged or des- 
troyed in U.S.-led allied bombing 
raids during the 42-day conflict. 

Iraqi TV Sunday released film 
of a smiling President Saddam in 
his first televised appearance 
since early in the Gulf war. 

The 45-second videotape made 
available to Western media was 
filmed Saturday at a meeting 
between President Saddam and 
three aides to discuss restoring 
public services, information 
ministry officials said. 

Most Iraqis have not seen Pres- 
ident Saddam since Iraqi Televi- 
sion went off the air about 10 
days after the war started Jan. 17. 

The film, showed President 
Saddam in a brown military over- 
coat and black beret chatting, 

smiling and taking notes on a pad 

in a room decorated with pink 
velvet curtains. 

Seated with him were Informa- 
tion Minister Latif Nassif A1 J as- 
sent, Minister of Industry Hus- 
sein Kamel Hassan and Deputy 
Chief of Staff, lieutenant Gener- 
al Abdul Sattar Ahmad Al 
Ma'ini- 

There was no indication why 
the deputy chief of staff was 
attending the meeting instead of 


l 


Chief of Staff Gen. Hussein 
Rashid. 

Iraq’s ruling Revolutionary 
Command Council has banned 
firing of weapons into the air to 
celebrate the preliminary cease- 
fire that went into effect Thurs- 
day. 

It warned that unspecified 
“stria measures” would be taken 
against violators. 

“The festivities making the 
ceasefire have been accompanied 
by some firing in the air in ex- 
pression of the delight felt on this 
occasion in aD parts of Iraq,” said 
the statement. 

“However, as this phe- 
nomenon has exceeded its limits, 
it should be seen as containing 
certain harmful elements that 
contradict all the national and 
humane values," said the state- 
ment. 

It warned that the firing could 
be expiated by “agents of Son- 
ism and imperialism.” 

The ruling Baath Party news- 
paper Al Thawra said that Iraq 
had set up special committees to 
“study and implement broad and 
intensive plans” for rebuHding;- 

The media, mean whiles -con^ 
tinned its defiant tone against the 
United States and its allies. 

“Seven months of military and 
economic war against Iraq, which 
covered even foodstuffs, medi- 
cine and political and propaganda 
warfare, failed to intimidate Iraq 
and break its will and steadfast- 
ness in confronting the forces of 
evil and aggression.” Al Thawra 
said in an editorial. 

Israel 

(Continued from page 1) 

Hospice in the Christian quarter 
of the Old City. 

That settlement increased 
Christians and drew condemna- 
tion from the United States. The 
Greek Orthodox Church which 
owns the property is contesting 
the move in court. 

The seminary “owns” at least 
10 buildings or complexes in the 
Muslim quarter, a spokesman 
said. But he 150 Orthodox stu- 
dents need more room, be said. 

Opposition members of parlia- 
ment said the extra funds to 
seminaries were approved by 
Housing Minister Ariel Sharon, 
who “owns” an apartment in the 


Muslim quarter. They believe the 
firnds were to buy more buildings 
in the Christian and Muslim quar- 
ters. 

Asked what the money was for, 
a housing ministry spokesman 
said: “United Jerusalem is the 
eternal capital of Israel and we 
will make every effort to stren- 
•gthen the Israeli element in every 
part of the city.” 

A Palestinian is seeking a court 
order to evict Ateret Cohenim 
students from the building, which 
he says belongs to his family. 

Saad Tarti, a resident of the 
Old City, said the site had been 
vacant for 22 years but continued 
to belong to his family. 

Police said he went to Jeru- 
salem magistrates' court to de- 
mand the students’ eviction. 
Israel Radio said the court would 
debate the case Thursday. 

Airraid 

(Continued from page 1) 

army .deployed in Iqlim Al 
Toufah after PLQ guerrillas fired 
more than 60 rorfcets ioto ihe 
“security zone.” 

The Israeli raid came hours 
after Lebanese soldiers disarmed 
two Soviet-designed Katyusha 
rockets aimed at the Jewish state. 

Military sources said Sunday an 
army patrol discovered the rock- 
ets overnight in the village of Ras 
Al Hamra, which is in the Naba- 
tiyeh district on the edge of the 
“security zone." 

The Katyushas were disarmed 
shortly before midnight and an 
hour before they were due to be 
fired, the sources added. 

President Elias Hrawi pledged 
Saturday to end Katyusha attacks 
against Israel from South Leba- 
non by Palestinian guerrillas. 

“As of today, I will not tolerate 
that Katyushas be used to pro- 
voke (Israeli) invasion (of Leba- 
non), Mr. Hrawi told a delega- 
tion from South Lebanon. 

Mubarak 

(Continued from page 1) 
Egyptian troops to join the U.S.- 
led coalition which fought Iraqi 
forces last week, said he was 
calling for a sincere Arab recon- 
ciliation, not one based on “state- 


ments, remarks or slogans learnt 
by heart.” 

- The wise man is the one who 
makes use of the lessons of cala- 
mities," he said. 

The Egyptian leader said the 
Arabs must attempt to settle their 
border disputes and work out 
plans for Arab security and eco- 
m nomic development, two points 
be said were indivisible. 

A Gulf minister said Sunday 
any regional security system set 
up after the Gulf war must take 
account of international as well as 
Arab security interests. 

“We should seek to lay down a 
practical formula based on solid 
foundations and on joint in- 
terests,” Qatari Foreign Minister 
Mubarak Ali Al Khater told a 
meeting of the six-member Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) in 
Riyadh. 

“Arab national security is a 
comprehensive concept that has 
several dimensions. Peace and 
stability to our countries is part 
and parcel of the Arab and inter- 
national peace and stability,” the 
Saudi Press Agency (SPA) 
quoted him as saying. 

It "gave no further details of the 
security system debate at the 
talks, which were attended by 
GCC foreign ministers. 

Egypt, Syria and the GCC 
states are expected to outline a 
security and economic coopera- 
tion paa at a meeting in Damas- 
cus Tuesday. 

Mr. Mubarak said the coun- 
tries of the region, including Iraq 
and Israel, must ban nuclear, 
chemical and biological weapons 
and he also called for efforts to 
stop the conventional arms race 
in the Middle East. 

Mr. Baker said the United 
States seeks to maintain an “en- 
hanced naval presence” in the 
Golf but wants Arab countries to 
dominate post-war security 
arrangements. 

Mr. Baker, who will visit sever- 
al Middle East countries this 
week, said his primary role will 
be to gather leaders' opinions. He 
said be will not carry any new 
proposals about the Arab- Israeli 
impasse or the Palestinian prob- 
lem. 

But Mr. Baker voiced optim- 
ism for progress on the Palesti- 
nian issue. 


The car of the future — 


a friendly 

By Suzanne Perry 
Reuter 

BRUSSELS — Sit back and relax 
in the no-sweat car of the future. 

It will plan your route, warn 
you about traffic jams, pay your 
highway tolls and find parking 
spots. It will even tell you how to 
get to your hotel in a foreign city 
— in your own language. 

Sounds far-fetched participants 
in a recent European community- 
sponsored conference on auto- 
mobile technology said products 
that amount to a friendly back- 
seat driver are already coming on 
the market. 

“It’s great,” said Ian Catling, a 
British transportation consultant 
who used a route-guidance sys- 
tem in Beilin. “You say, 'take me 
to the Hilton,’ and it does.” 

More than 40 projects from the 
EC’s drive research programme 
were on display at the confer- 
ence. each reflecting collabora- 
tion between two or more EC 
countries. 

Launched in 1988, DRIVE 
(dedicated road infrastructure for 
vehicle safety in Europe) sup- 
ports high-tech road-safety and 
traffic-management projects — 
which also promise to make driv- 
ing more fun. 

One scheme, Pamela, is de- 
veloping a communications sys- 
tem between cars and roadside 
stations. Cars would be fitted 
with on-board receivers to pick 
up information such as parking 
availability. 

The system could even pay 
parking fees using "smart" park- 
ing meter that debits a personal 
account. But Thomas Wille. en- 
gineer at Philips components in 
Hamburg, promises it won’t issue 
parking tickets. 

“We had some great discus- 
sions about thar,” he said. “We 
think users won't accept the sysr- 
tem if it’s connected to the 
police." 

The RDS-alert (for radio data 
system) project is working to 
develop a standard for an FM 


back-sea 1 

radio channel that can feed in- 
formation about traffic conditions 
to an on-board data base. 

Drivers punch in the codes for 
selected roads in their adapted 
car radio. They then receive a 
message on screen or from a 
voice synthesiser, such as: “Six 
km traffic jam caused by road 
construction." 

"The driver can deride, ‘today 
I’d better drive over the A 10 
rather than the All because the 
All is congested,*" said Ralf 
Duckeck, engineer at Germany's 
Robert Bosch. 


“It will plan your 
route, warn you 
about traffic jams, 
pay your highway 
tolls and find 
parking spots. It 
will even tell you 
how to get to your 
hotel in a foreign 
city — in your own 
.language.” 


The Socrates project is explor- 
ing the feasibility of a traffic 
message system based on cellular 
radio. In addition to receiving 
data on a screen, cars would act 
as sensors, sending information 
to control stations about travel 
conditions. 

If traffic started to build up, 
“the (monitoring) screen would 
go bleep, bleep, bleep, some- 
thing's happening there." said 
Catling, who is working on the 
project with British Telecom. 
Philips of the Netherlands. Ger- 
many's Siemens and others. 

The system could also allow 


driver 

drivers to signal for help. Carling 
said, demonstrating a screen with 
a tiny flashing “SOS” indicating 
the location of an “emergency" 
on a computerised map. 

Cargoes is the project that can 
get you to your hotel. It is being 
developed by a team including 
Germany's Siemens. Britain's 
Plessey, Italy's Italtel and works 
by exchanging information be- 
tween transmitters and receivers 
at major junctions. 

Drivers who hate scrambling 
for coins will be grateful to the 
Smiler team, led.bv France's CIE 
Generale D'automatisme. which 
is studring the use of microwave 
links tor non-stop highway toll 
payments. 

The technology is already- 
being used in a pilot project in 
Italy called “Telepass." Highway 
lanes are fined with antennae 
that can read on-board “smart 
cards” (like the ones used for 
public telephones) as cars pass 
through. 

You either pay through your 
bank account or in advance — 
anonymously — if you don’t want . 
your whereabouts' traced. 

The DRIVE project, which is 
now nearing the end of its three- 
year exploratory phase, aims to 
standardise new automobile com- 
munications systems throughout 
Europe. 

It was launched with a three- 
year budget of 120 million Euro- 
pean currency units (S16S mil- 
lion). half provided by the EC 
and half by the project partici- 
pants. 

EC research ministers in De- 
cember gave preliminary approv- 
al to extend the programme until 
1994. The budget for the new 
phase, which will include pilot 
projects, is expected to be about 
300 million ECUS ($420 million), 
with an EC contribution of 124 
million ECUS (S174 million). 

This would bring the total cost 
of the project to around 420 
million ECUS ($588 million) bv 
1994. 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKWG, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDIKG, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAMAR&SONS 

TEL 601676 604696 



■ The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jaba! Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

tMflq rftci 


Open daily 12$0-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30-Midnigbt 

ToL 838988 




4 Rent &- Sale 

Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and! 
sale - furnished or urrfur-1 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are) 
available for sale. 

:For further details, please 
call 

lAbdoun Real 1 


[Tel. 810605, 810609, 
Fax: 810520. 



LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


00j^00 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


S' CHEN'S \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

\ 6:30- Midnight / 


STUDIO HAIG 

" \ 

\ 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicfe 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
sfas 30 % torpor 

* From mnlargo- 

nent 20 x 30 cut 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


Amman's 

^exclusive gift shop^ 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes, lighters 
watches,pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
■crystalware etc. 

Shmeisanf - Grindfays Bank Bfc 
Tel. 669 457 




Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.3O-Tl.30pm 

Alter the Philadelphia Hotel, 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel: 659519 659520 




The First Class Hotel in 

£ 


Amman that has a { 

Kitchenette in every j 



room...! [ 

Tlw Regency Prince Hold 

PRESS 

CENTER 


jftlH 


Amman -Tel 668193 

Facilities 


PO. Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex :?3888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 


Expatriates and 


Businessmen 





imports 


Na vratilova, Seles roll into 
Palm Springs quarterfinals 


PALM SPRINGS. California 

(Agencies) — Top seed Monica 
Seles of Yugoslavia and second 
seed Martina Navratilova pro- 
duced third round routs when 
play resumed after three days of 
rain at the $350,000 Virginia 
Slims of Palm Springs Tennis 
Tournament Saturday. 

Navratilova needed just 50 mi- 
nutes to crush fellow American 
Ginger Helgeson 6-0 6-3 and take 
her place in the quarterfinals. 

“I had only played 15 minutes 
of tennis in three days, so I was a 
little bit rusty when I took the 
court,'' Navratilova said. 

“The first game took forever, 
but after that I rolled,” added 
Navratilova, who next plays 15th 
seed Julie Halard of France, a 3-6 
6-2 6-4 upset winner over sixth 
seed Barbara Paul us of Austria. 

Seles moved a step closer to 
capturing Steffi Grafs world 
number one ranking with a 6-3 
60 win over 11th seed Sabine 
Appi emails of Belgium in 55 mi- 
nutes. 

Seles, who will pass Graf if she 
wins this tournament said: “I 
know that I will be number one 


soon, even if it doesn't happen 
Monday.'* 

Earlier Saturday, unseeded 

American Peanut Louie-Harper 

completed a remarkable double 
when she downed two seeded 
players in one day. 

She completed a second round 
match, halted by rain at 3-3 in the 
third set Wednesday, by taking a 
nerve-jangling tiebreak 9-7 for a 
7-6 3-6 7-6 upset of fourth seed 
Helena Sukova of Czechoslova- 
kia. 

“I spent half the time trying to 
concentrate on the points and 
half the time trying to keep 
calm,” admitted the 109th- 
ranked Louie-Harper, who re- 
turned to the court 79 minutes 
later and rallied for a 3-6 6-4 6-3 
win over 13th-seeded Swede 
Catarina Lindqvist. 

Due to three days of rain, 
several players were forced to 
play second and third round 
matches Saturday. Both the quar- 
ters and semifinals wQl be con- 
tested Sunday with the final post- 
poned until Monday. 

Louie-Harper will get a shot at 


a third successive upset when she 
takes on eighth seed Helen Kelesi 
of Canada in a quarterfinal. 

Third seed Katerina Maleeva 
of Bulgaria and seventh seed 
Nathalie Tauziat of France will 
f^ce off in another quarter-final 
after each posted straight set 
wins. 

But fifth-seed Amy Frazier did 
not have the strength to win two 
matches Saturday and fell to on- 
seeded fellow American Patricia 
Hy 4-6 6-4 6-3 in a third rounder. 
Hy will play Seles Sunday. 

‘‘I got tired of resting,” Louie- 
Harper said of the 214-day rain 
delay. ‘Tm just glad I don’t have 
to wait around anymore. 

“In that first set (against Lind- 
qvist) I said to myself, *what am I 
doing?’ I was still celebrating. I 
don't get to celebrate like that 
very much,” she added. 

Sukova said the rain delay 
“made no difference. I was press- 
ing too much. I had too many 
chances.” 

“I lost a little concentration. 
She hit some unbelievable fore- 
hands," Seles said of Apple mans. 


McEnroe Bordeaux wins at last 

PARIS (R) — Trouble-ridden clinched the title whi 

to clash in 


Man. United loses at home to Everton 


LONDON (R) — Darren Fergu- 
son made his full English Leagug 
soccer debut at Manchester Un- 
ited Saturday but his father's 
injury-hit club still lost 2-0 to 
Everton. 

The teenage midfielder, 
drafted in by manager Alex Fer- 
guson who had six players in- 
jured, was powerless to prevent 
Everton winning only their 
second away league match this 
season. 

Although United stayed fifth 
despite the defeat — third-placed 
Crystal Palac and* fourth-placed 
Leeds also lost — the real action 
emerged at the relegation end of 
the table. 

None of the seven bottom 
teams were beaten, with tail- 
enders Derby levelling from 3-0 
down at home to Sunderland 
thanks to an amazing hat-trick 
from Welsh striker Dean Saun- 
ders. 

Struggling Coventry beat Crys- 
tal Palace 3-1 while a resurgent 
Sheffield United reeled off their 
fifth consecutive win by beating 
last season's runners- ftp Aston 
Villa 2-1. 

The latter match, which , lifted 
Sheffield out of the relegation 
zone for the first time this season, 
was stopped for a few minutes 
when a naked woman ran onto 
the pitch. 

Saunders loves to score goals 
while Neville Southall prefers to 
save them but both ensured the 
Welsh were the talk of English 
soccer Saturday night. 

While Saunders scored a heroic 
hat-trick for relegation- 
threatened Derby County, 


Southall's exploits in goal for 
Everton helped them beat Man- 
chester United. 

Saunders, now with 17 goals 
this season, saved Derby from an 
ignominious defeat at home to 
Sunderland. 

The relegation-threatened 
northerners had gone 3-0 ahead 
after just 25 minutes but Saun- 
ders scored twice before the 
break and made it 3-3 with a 76th 
minute penalty. 

Southall, playing against a 
team missing Welsh striker Mark 
Hughes and five other key play- 
ers, had to show magnificent re- 
flexes to prevent United's stand- 
in youngsters from scoring. 

But Southall, who dominated 
the headlines in midweek with a 
string of amazing saves when 
Everton put arch-rivals Liverpool 
out of the F.A. Cup, never put a 
foot or a hand wrong. ^ 

It was bard to believe that this 
was the same man who only five 
months previously had been 
attacked by fans and media alike 
for his colourful behaviour both 
on. -and off the pitch- ' 

Then, at the start of the season 
under former Everton manager 
C&fin"Harvey, Southall had the 
worst goalkeeper record in the 
division and was desperate for a 
transfer. 

Harvey lost his job and Howard 
Kendall took over, producing a 
remarkable transformation for 
the club and Southall. 

“Neville proved what I have 
always believed about him,” said 
Liverpool's Welsh striker Ian 


Rush admiringly after the mid- 
week defeat. ‘That be is the 
□umber one in the world.” 

On Saturday, with Hughes out 
of United's line-up, much of the 
pre-match attention was on man- 
ager Alex Ferguson’s 19-year-old 
son Darren. 

The boy did well but Wales still 
muscled in on the act. 

Seventeen-year-old Ryan 
Giggs, born in Cardiff but an 
English schoolboy captain, came 
on as a first half substitute and 
forced Southall to make one of 
the saves of the day. 

The match at Old Trafford was 
keenly watched by a delegation 
from Montpellier, the French 
dub who play Umed Wednesday 
in a European Cup Winners’ Cup 
quarter-final first leg. 

Alex Ferguson insisted that 
with so many players temporarily 
absent the French were only able 
to see a ghost side. 

It was a theme many leading 
dubs could have latched on to, 
with Saturday proving to be the 
day when the underdogs bit back. 


Chicago 

final 

CHICAGO (R) — The $225,000 
Volvo of Chicago Tennis Tourna- 
ment became a family affair when 
top seed John McEnroe and his 
seventh-seeded younger brother 
Patrick advanced to Sunday's fin- 
al after difficult three-set wins. 

Former world Number One 
John, now ranked 19th. had to 
dig deep to pull out a 7-6 6-7 6-4 
win over fellow American Mali- 
vai Washington. 

Patrick. 24, who gained some 
prominence in his own right by 
reaching the Australian Open 
semifinals earlier this year, rallied 
for a 4-6 64 64 victory over 
Canadian Davis Cup player 
Grant Connell. 

Sunday will mark the 51st- 
ranked Patrick's first singles final 
as a professional and the second, 
time the brothers McEnroe will 
meet in a pro tournament. 

“Our relatives will be flying in 
from everywhere,” said the youn- 
ger McEnroe. 

Former Wimbledon and U.S. 
Open champion John does not 
relish the prospect of playing 
Patrick. 

“All the pressure is on me,” 
said John, who turned 32 last 
month. “I don't want to embarrass 
either one of us. I just warn to 
have fun, but if I lose I won't be 
able to show my face on this 
pianet." 

Patrick said he had not ac- 
quired any special insight into 
John's game teat could help him 
Sunday. 

‘Tve practised with John for a 
long time and I still don't know 
where his serves are going and 
that's not going to change over- 
night.” be said. 

John, who is going for his 77te 
career singles tide, needed two 
hours 46 minutes to subdue 
Washington in a match that saw 
six service breaks in the first set 
and none in the second, although 
both ended in tiebreaks. 

“I only wanted the match to go 
two sets. He couldn’t put it away 
and I couldn’t either,” said 
McEnroe, who won the first tieb- 
reak 8-6 and dropped the second 
7-3. 


PARIS (R) — Trouble-ridden 
Bordeaux lifted the gloom a little 
with their first win in 15 matches 
when they beat St. Etienne 2-1 in 
a French first division soccer 
match. 

Already condemned to relega- 
tion after going into official re- 
ceivership last month, Bordeaux 
grabbed their first win since 
October thanks to goals from 
international midfielder Bidier 
Descbamps and Dutch striker 
Wim KiefL 

Kieft scored five minutes after 
the interval to put Bordeaux back 
in front following an equaliser by 
St. Etienne's Czechoslovak 
World Cup midfielder Lubomir 
Moravick in the 44th minute. 

Bordeaux stayed in 14th place 
despite tee win but slightly eased 
their fears of finishin g in the 
bottom two, which would mean 
relegation to the amateur third 
division and probably tee end of 
the once great dub which domin- 
ated French soccer in the 1980s. 

Auxerre maintained their 
claim for a UEFA Cup place with 
a 3-0 win over Toulon with goals 
from Christophe Cocard in tee 
first half, a second-half penalty 
from Enzo Sdfo and a late strike 
from winger Pascal Vahirna. 

The Burgundy club remain 
third but are eight points behind 
leaders Marseille, who virtually 


clinched the title when they 
moved six points dear Friday by 
beating closest rivals Monaco l-O. 

Marseille meet AC Milan 
Wednesday in the European Cup 
quarter-final. Montpellier, who 
play Manchester United in tee 
Cup Winners’ Cup, went down 
2r0 in Nice and dropped to fifth 
behind Cannes whose 2-2 draw in 
Toulouse was their 12th match in 
a row without defeat. 

Despite suffering the heaviest 
defeat of the day, Toulon moved 
up one place from 19th to 18tb 
following a bizarre decision by 
French soccer authorities to give 
teem back a penalty point de- 
ducted for a crowd incident in 
December. 

Toulon were originally docked 
a point and told to replay their 
match with Paris St. Germain 
after it was abandoned when a 
linesman was struck by a missile 
with the score at 0-0. 

The league later said the match 
would not be replayed and that 
score would stand, though 
Toulon would receive no points. 

In a third, and perhaps final 
decision Friday, officials ruled 
that the score would stand at 0-0 
bntthat Paris Sl Germain would 
be given two points for victory. 
Toulon would be declared the 
loser but would get back the 
penalty point they lost. 


Struggling St. Pauli causes 
sensation at Bayern Munich 


BONN (R) — A first-half goal by 
Ralf Sievers steered struggling St. 
Pauli to the biggest sensation of 
the German Bundesliga season in 
a 1-1 away victory over cham- 
pions Bayern Munich. 

The 29-year-old midfielder 
fired home a pass from Czechos- 
lovak World Cup striker Ivo 
Knoflicek in the 43rd minute as 
tee Hamburg Club, struggling 
near the bottom of the table, 
knocked Bayern off the top. 

Werder Bremen, who did not 
play Saturday ahead of a trip to 
Borussia Moenchengladbach 


Sunday, took over tee lead on 
goal difference. 

The race for the championship, 
one of the most exciting for sever- 
al years, was opened up further 
when Exntradrt Frankfurt sealed a 
dramatic 4-3 home win over 
Kaiserslautern. 

Kaiserslautern, who have a 
game in hand on Bayern, lie third 
justone point behind Werder and 
tee Munich dub. Eintracht's win 
hoisted the fourth-placed Frank- 
fort side to within a point of 
Kaiserslautern. 


Barcelona beats Tenerife, 
Real Madrid flops again 


Bbwe knocks out Biggs 


Japan wins 3 golds in 
Winter Olympic Games 


SAPPORO, Japan (AP) — Host 
Japan raced off with three gold 
medals — in ski jumping, cross- 
country skiing and speed skating 
— as competition began Sunday 
in the Winter University Games. 

The Soviet Union and South 
Korea captured one speed- 
skating gold apiece — each by 
half a second, in games-record 
times. 

Japan's Miwe Ohta won the 
game's first gold by edging two 
Soviet skiers in the women's 10- 
kilometre classical cross-country 


race. 

Meanwhile, Soviet speed ska- 
ter Endrey Krivosheev won the 
men’s 5,000-metre race in 
7:15.36, with Japan's Kazuhiro 
Sato second in 7:15.34 and 
Ronald Bosker of the Nether- 
lands third in 7:18:83 — all three 
bettering the old games record. 

“I am so happy as it was my 
first victory in an international 
meet,” said Krivosheev. 

Sato said. T thought I had won 
after finishing tee race. I took tee 
wrong medal.” 


ATLANTIC CITY, New Jersey 
(AP) — Riddick Bowe learned 
something from Tyrell Biggs, and 
then beat up bis teacher. 

Bowe. the International Box- 
ing Federation’s (IBF) sixth- 
ranked heavyweight, dropped a 
bloodied Biggs twice with a sav- 
age series of right uppercuts and 
overbands before referee Frank 
Capuccino stopped the bout at 
2:17 of the eighth round. ■ 

After an uneventful second 
round, Bowe hit Biggs with sever- 
al solid rights in the third, and 
then began downing. Biggs land- 
ed a hard left book teat got 
Bowe's attention and tee bell 
rang with Biggs pounding away at 


Mutt‘n’Jeff 


Bowe on the ropes. 

“I started to play with him and 
he popped me real good.” Bowe 
said. “I realised teen I couldn’t 
be playing. I learned that.” 

With the lesson learned, school 
was soon out for Biggs. 

*‘I knew by keeping tee press- 
ure on him, eventually he would 
wilt," said Bowe, whose record is 
22-0 with 20 knockouts. 

Biggs had tried to withstand 
tee Bowe onslaught after going 
down the first time from a stiff 
right to the head. He struggled 
up at tee count of eight, but 
could not keep the stronger Bowe 
off him. 


MADRID (R) — Spanish 
League leaders Barcelona strol- 
led to a 1-0 home win over 
struggling Tenerife Saturday 
while Real Madrid ended a nuser-r ^ 
able week by Joeing 1-0 away. iok 
Cadez, last but one in the first .- 
division. "• 

Cadiz received eight bookings, 
including one for their Argentine 
coach Hector Veira for protesting 
against an offside decision, while 
Real finished with 10 men after 
defender Manolo Sanchis was 
sent off nine minutes from the 
end for insulting scorer Jose Gon- 
zalez. 

Bulgarian striker Kristo Stoicb- 
kov, back from a two-month sus- 
pension for stamping on a re- 
feree’s foot, marked tus return by 
putting Barcelona ahead with a 
22nd-nmrote penalty after Tener- 
ife goalkeeper Manolo Lopez fel- 
led Aitor Beguiristain. 

Tenerife, third from bottom in 
the table, then concentrated on 
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HOBSON'S CHOICE 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

* a 6 5 3 
? AJ9S 
:• Void 

* A J 10 7 6 


WEST EAST 

* 9 6 J 10 7 2 

T KQ63 <7 10 7 2 

0 Q J 8 <:< A 10 7 5 4 

♦ Q 9 5 4 2 *3 

SOUTH 

* A K Q4 
9 8 4 

0 K 9 6 3 2 

* K 8 

The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 v Pass 1 7 Pass 

1 * Pass 4 * Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Nine of 4 
There’s a saying in the Old Coun- 
try: “If you drink the water you die, 
and if you don’t drink the water you 
die." East-West found out exactly 
what that homily meant on this 
hand from the Staten Bank World 
Top Pairs, played earlier this year in 
The Hague, Netherlands. 

Of the eight tables, six played in 
four spades. One ambitious pair 
climbed to six :>pades only to find 
that ambition tJiould be made of 
sterner stuff, and another could not 
quite come to nine tricks at three no 


trump. Only two of the four-spade 
declarers made their contract. 

When Paul Soloway of Bothell, 
Wash., declared he received the lead 
of the nine of spades. He won in 
hand, ruffed a diamond and re- 
turned to hand with a high trump as 
West discarded a club. Another dia- 
mond was ruffed, West following 
with the jack, and the long of clubs 
was used as an entry to draw a third 
round of trumps, both West and 
dummy parting with hearts. 

A club to the ten was ruffed by 
East, who exiled with a heart to 
West’s queen. Declarer allowed that 
to hold. West exited with a low 
heart and Soloway proved the fi- 
nesse was not necessary. The table’s 
ace was played and a heart was 
ruffed in the closed hand. Now, as 
long os West had been reduced to a 
bare diamond honor, the contract 
was secure. 

Declarer exited with a low dia- 
mond. If West held the ace, he was 
endplayed on the spot and forced to 1 
give declarer two club tricks. If 
West held the queen and was al- 
lowed to hold the trick, he was 
trapped in the same endplay. If East 
overtook his partner’s queen with 
the ace, he would be forced to lead a 
diamond away from the ten into 
declarer’s K 9 tenace. If you drink 
the water... 



Andy Capp 
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FORECAST FOR MONDAY MARCH 4, 1W 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll RigM er Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES* AH alert to any sudden changes when 
sorts of complications can arse matters arise, 
between the desire everyone has to tjrra; (September 23 to October 
pioneer in new imes of activity that 22) Whatever means tee most to 
conflicts directly with their inten- y OU ; n pleasures can, be the mean 


(ion to have secure financial sccur- you now express yourself 

iry- so lose no* time but get into various 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) amusements. 

Friends you like who act in a veiy SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
unprcdictable fashion are the right her 21) A day to take a long and 

ones to call upon now to help you objective took at your home sod 

gain the advancement you desire, then you are able to see the atten- 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) ^on you need to focus upon your 

This is the moment for you to show ° wn residencc. 

that you do value the good will of SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
thfw who have considerable influ- ... _ - ■ . . r«- 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) A day to take a long and 
objective took at your home and 
then you are able to see the atten- 
tion you oecd to focus upon your 

own residence. 


those who have considerable influ- 
ence in the world of outside activ- 
iiy. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Think up what you can do in order 
to gain the good wfli of some new 
acquaintances you have not yet 
known well enough to deepen 
alliance into greater meaning. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A day to get at all of those 
bole obligations and ’responsibili- 
ties teat face you and to get them 
behind you wjfe speed and dis- 
patch. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21} This is 
the moment to sit down with adv- 
anced partners and. to get them to 
state their views as well as letting 
than know what you would like 
them to do. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) There are so many things for 
you to do today you would be wise 
to schedule your time early but be 


December 21) This is the time for 

you to show that you do value fee 
good will of usual allies by doing 
something that they will appreciate 
and draw them closer to you. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Take time out now to 
look at your property and posses- 
sions and see what they need in 
ordci to make them much more in 
accord wife your desires. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You certainly have it in 
your power today to do pretty 
much what you wish so throw over 
those worn out conventions and be 
a pan of something new. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You are able to show your 
abilities to quietly render some 
unusual service this day so don’t 
delay but get into the various 
problems involved of a confidential 
nature. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



Pis 


repelling further raids with a de- 
fensive wall while Barcelona re- 
laxed ahead of Wednesday's 
European Cup Winners* Cup 
quarter-final away leg against 
DynaniO'Xievi . .. .. ... . 

Real Madrid's defeat was .a_. 
dismal end to a week which saw 
their elimination from the Span- 
ish Cup by Atletico Madrid. 

Coach Alfredo Di Stefano, 
faced with an apparently easy 
match, left key players in Madrid 
to rest for Wednesday’s Euro- 
pean Cup visit to Moscow 

Real lacked spine in tee abs- 
ence of defender Miguel Chen do, 
midfielder Michel Gonzalez and 
strikers Emilio Butragueno and 
Hugo Sanchez. 

They folded after just two mi- 
nutes when Yugoslav back Ped- 
rag Spasic, making his first 
appearance in a month, knocked 
down Cadiz striker Gonzalez, 
who scored from the resulting 
penalty. 


“I put Stanley on a 300-calorie 
diet Now the dog isn’t the only 
one who bites the mailman!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 

i ? 1 1 *" V ~ a. 

mps. la this Die line 

“ for people who 
” know someone? 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


FR/WE 


KULFE 


WOUTTI 


ROLMAN 


Answer here: 


after? their party 

WON TH6.ELECTJOW, 
MANY POLITICIANS 
WERE HOFIK1& 
FOR JOBS 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Saturday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: GLORY BARON TIMING VALJSE 

Answer He played his viola at all hours of the night 

and day which amounted to this — 

A - VIOLA-TION" 


THE Daily Crossword .by Georgs llrquhart 



• ACROSS 
1 Deep sleep 
6 Out on — 


14 Wide open 

15 Pacific Islands 

16 Spire 
ornament 

17 VA city 

19 Compact 
mass 

20 Gambling 


21 "1 smell — 1 

22 Bergen's 
Mortimer 

24 Hernando 
do — 

26 State division 

27 Characterize 
30 Polynesian 


32 Type type 

33 Writer Runyon 


37 Theater box 

38 Moisten 


aa — 

40 Public house 

41 Wall hanging 

42 Card game 

43 Wandering 

45 Humidity 
problem 

46 Bounty 

48 Art school 
40 Sicilian mount 
50 Moran or Gray 
52 Miner’s nail 

56 — Magnon 

57 Party time 

60 One: Ger. 

61 Super 

62 Climbing plant 

63 Legal point 
84 Works' for 
65 Grenoble’s 

river 

DOWN 

1 Submerged 

2 Arch type 

3 Chess piece 

4 Polar 

5 Vintage auto 

6 Houston 
athlete 


CiMO Trfbuna Madia Santcss, 
Ml Righto Reserved 


7 A Turner 

8 a man 
with-.’’ 

9 Cut fee grass 

10 Woodwind 

11 Part of USA 

12 Painting type 

13 Hen 

t8 Appraise 
23 Cloistered one 
25 Dollar bill 
28 Brag 

27 Food shop 

28 NC college 

29 Cookies 

30 Anwar — 

31 IA town 

33 Actor Bruce 

35 Uttle one: 
suff. 

36 Fret 

38 Thin nail 

39 Thick syrup 

41 Orchestrate 

42 Central 
44 Was a 

candidate 


□□□a niuuua uaau 
□□□□ ULJCIUH □□□□ 

LiuunaautJuuaQaau 
quudqqqq uanaa 
□□□□ ULJUEJ 

fjuuuuu uuao ana 

□□□□ UQLHIQ aiiu 
uuaouaDQiaouuaciu 
aaa quuqs □□□□ 
□□□ uquq aauama 
□aaa □□□□ 
□□□□□ Qyauaaaa 
□ BHQULlUUUUUauaU 
□uoa aaaaa aatja 
iQBQa BHBUB DHliU 


“Give a — 
horse he can 
ride~" 

Indy entrant 
Strange 
Food 
regimens 

i Jug 


5i Pitcher Nolan 

53 New Orleans 
Fountain 

54 Declare 
56 Remove 

58 Period of 
■ note 

59 BasebftH stat 
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Economy 


Tourism industry hopes for 
recovery after Gulf ceasefire 


BERLIN (R) — The world tour- 
ism industry is hoping the Gulf 
ceasefire will rescue business this 
year and some agents are even 
selling tours to war-shattered 
Kuwait. 

"Thank God the war ended,” 
said Fermani Uygun, a director at 
the Turkish consulate in Frank- 
furt. 

He is among 3,900 exhibitors at 
Berlin's 25th International Tour- 
ism -Fair, the industry’s largest, 
which opened Saturday and runs 
to Thursday. 

The tourism business, especial- 
ly in the eastern Mediterranean 
and Middle East, collapsed in 
January when die allied coalition 
began its air offensive against 
Iraq. 

The only people in my rooms 
were war correspondents," said 
Bahar Tabbal, an owner of 12 


hotels in Syria. 

Exhibitors said fear of guerrilla 
attacks and a worldwide recession 
could dampen demand but never- 
theless expected a recovery this 
year to 1990 levels. 

International airlines estimate 
the Gulf war cost them $1 billion 
in January due to higher fuel and 
insurance costs and because cus- 
tomers were too scared to fly. 

But demand for package holi- 
days, where bookings bad halved 
in January, had surged in the last 
few days to destinations removed 
from the Middle East, said Klaus 
Simon, sales manager for the 
LTU charter airline in Germany. 

“Spain is booked out,” be said. 
LTU, Germany's third largest 
package holiday opertor, had 
sales 50 per cent higher than the 
previous year. 

There was even an improve- 


ment in demand for the eastern 
Mecfiterrranean since Thursday's 
ceasefire. 

“People are picking up 
brochures and talking about 
booking flights in April ” said 
Chrystalla Lazaridou, spokes- 
woman for the Cyprus Tourist 
Office in Frankfurt 

Although interest had re- 
turned, operators said the fair 
may not be a completely reliable 
indicator for worldwide demand. 

This is because Germany’s eco- 
nomy, unlike others, is still 
booming. Tourists could not 
make bookings at the trade fair 
but only coDect brochures. 

They’re all taking brochures 
but we now have to get them to 
make decisions,” said Elsaine 
Vaughan, sales manager for San- 
dals Resorts in Jamaica. 


Japanese exports show 
strong growth in January 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese exports 
sbowed strong growth in January, 
but were unable to overcome 
seasonal factors, leaving the na- 
tion’s current account in the un- 
usual position of being in the red. 

Japan's current account ba- 
lance — the broadest measure of 
its trade in goods and services — 
sbowed a £33 million deficit in 
January against a 5559 million 
shortfall in the same month a year 
earlier, the finance ministry has 
reported. 

January is about the only 
month in which Japan’s accounts 
with the rest of the world are in 
the red. For most of the year they 
show billion-doll ar surpluses, but 
those surpluses are declining 
overall. Japan's current account 
surplus ior 1990 was S35.79 bil- 
lion against 5577.16 billion the 
year before. 

Economists cautioned that 
January data are usually distorted 
because of the long holiday 
period in Japan at the Stan of the 


month. The Gulf war also had an 
impact this year. 

Within the overall current 
account, Japan's merchandise 
trade surplus grew to 53.01 billion . 
in January from 51.07 billion a 
year earlier. 

Exports climbed to 521.52 bil- 
lion from 518.22 billion while 
imports rose to 518.51 billion 
from 517.15 billion a year earlier. 

Economists said much of the 
strong export growth was attri- 
butable to the weakness of the 
yen in mid-1990 when many con- 
tracts were arranged. 

A weak yen increases demand 
for Japanese products abroad be- 
cause it reduces their costs in 
foreign currencies. 

The dollar/yen rate was 131.40 
yen to the dollar at the end of 
January this year against 144.40 
at the same time a year ago. 

“The effect of currency mar- 
kets is adding about 10 per cent to 
the value of exports,” said Paul 
Summerville, economist at Jar- 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Son^ny, March 3, 1991 
Central Bank official rates 


US. doflar 
Pound Stating 


668.0 

1265.7 


S« ft 

672-0 

1273-3 


nnwriiwmii- 433.7 436-3 

Swiss franc ~ 500.1 S0&1 

■ Preach franc 1273 128.1 

' ''Japanese yea (lor 100) 496.0 499.0 
Dutch guilder 384.9 3873 

Sawfish crown 1173 118.0 

Italian lira (lor 100) 58.1 58.4 

Belgian franc (for 10) 210.9 2123 



79 MLUH 

\ / RENT A CAR 


Invites you to hire a car to any place in Jordan or in 
Baghdad-lraq with or without a driver at competitive 
prices. 

For more Information, please call Tel: 
827082, 827736, 815071 


dine Fleming Securities Ltd, 
Tokyo branch. 

Although U.S. economic 
growth has been sluggish, de- 
mand for Japanese products re- 
mains strong in Europe and Asia. 

"Export growth has been un- 
usually strong,’' said Russell 
Jones, economist at UBS Phillips 
and Drew International Ltd.. 

Imports on the other band 
were inflated by the impact of 
-high oil prices. 

The average price of a barrel of 
oil imported in January was 
526.60 compared with 518-50 a 
year ago, increasing Japan's oil 
bill even though oO imports by 
volume declined 1.8 per cent 
year-on-year. 

Economists said Japanese com- 
panies may have laid on extra 
stores of ofl in December in 
anticipation of die Golf war. 

Elsewhere in the current 
account, Japan’s deficit in the 
so-called invisible trade balance, 
which takes in tourism and other 
services, widened to 52.80 billion 
from $139 billion a year earlier. 

A ministry of finance official 
told reporters January's invisibles 
account was especially wide due 
to an increase in the.travel deficit. 
The number of Japanese beading 
abroad was higher than the num- 
ber of foreigners coming here. 

The deficit in the long-term 
capital account remained fairly 
steady at $2.94 billion. 

Economists expect this data to 
be severely disrupted in the next 
month or two as Japan fulfils its 
pledge to contribute 59 billion to 
the allied Gulf war effort. 


French firm 
signs Kuwaiti 
TV contract 

PARIS (AP) — Thomson-CSF, 
the French electronics giant, has 
signed a contract with Kuwait to 
provide urgently a television 
broadcasting system to the war- 
ravaged emirate, Thomson offi- 
cials have said. 

The contract was one of the 
first concluded by Kuwait for 
national reconstruction. 

The officials would not divulge 
the financial terms of the con- 
tract, which provides for the sys- 
tem to be operational in only two 
weeks. 

The package includes a studio, 
a five-kilowatt transmitter and a 
van for reporting outside the stu- 
dio, the official said. 

Ordinarily such systems take 
three months after receipts to 
become operational, but in this 
case the system will be ready for 
use two weeks after the compo- 
nents arrive, they said. 

. Thomson provided the hard- 
ware and other systems for 
Kuwaiti television in the 1970s. 


International banks In Gulf 
look for post-war positions 
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BAHRAIN (R) — International 
banks in the Gulf are seeking 
different, more specialised roles 
to survive in a constrained post- 
war financial climate, according 
to managers in the region's 
offshore banking centre, 
Bahrain. 

They predicted that some of 
the smaller offshore banks that 
swarmed in to suck up petro- 
dollars during the oQ boom years 
of the 1970s will go to the wall. 

“Smaller banks were a creation 
of the boom. Some are already 
rationalising themselves into obli- 
vion,” one manager said. 

Those that re main should be 

leaner, fitter, more expert in par- 
ticular areas of business, and 
more concerned with raising re- 
venues than building up ever- 
increasing asset bases. 

“None of us are going to be 
asset-driven. There will be much 
less emphasis on lending, more 
on revenues,” said a senior loans 
manager. 


Banks which relied too heavily 
on interest earnings from hnge 
loan portfolios over the past 20 
years have seen their loans go bad 
through Third World debt crises, 
and squeezes in the corporate, 
real estate, and farming sectore of 
industrial nations. • 

In this respect. Gulf banks 
have been following an interna- 
tional banking trend to generate 
more reliable earnings from fees 
on banking, investment, and 
treasury business. 

Even within the region, the 
coalition war against Iraq was not 
the beginning of their problems. 
The structure of the market was 
changing throughout the 1980s as 
oil prices fell and with them the 
revenues of regional govern- 
ments. 

But Iraq's invasion of Kuwait 
choked off early signs of a region- 
al economic recovery and created 
a new crisis of confidence in the 
region. 

The three bighest-profile 


Bahrain-based institutions — 
Arab Banking Corporation 
(ABC), Golf International Bank 
(GIB), and Invescorp — are tak- 
ing different tracks in the search 
for profitable niches. 

GIB has chosen the regional 
role, local bankers say. 

The fact that GIB is jointly 
owned by the Gulf Arab states of 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, 
the UAE, Oman, and Qatar — 
with Iraq also on the board — has 
guided is decision to focus on 
regional clients and reconstru- 
tion. 

GIB let many of its senior staff 
go in January but retained strong 
teams to deal with corporate busi- 
ness and fund management for 
local institutions, and to build up 
its position as a major player in 
Gulf currencies. 

ABC seems to be taking the 
international road. The bank has 
not announced this as a policy but 
its actions show it is increasingly 
positioning itself outside the re- 


gion, bankers said. 

ABC will open a wholly-ov-d 
banking subsidiary in London 
April 1. The bank has said it v . 
eventually roll its European 
crations into the new ABC Int2T 
national Bank FLC. 

ABC figures show that l^. 
year it already had 56 per cent of 
its business in Europe, 1? p cr 
cent in the Arab World, and the 
rest roughly equally shared be- 
tween Asia, North America, and 
Latin America — underlining jjj 
growing overseas role. / 

Invest corp has carved out a 
niche as a local investment man a . 
ger offering a door into interna- 
tional markets. 

The company has created a 
business to provide investment 
services to local institutions and 
very wealthy individuals, invest, 
mg mainly in international com- 
panies and property. 

“They make a nice living doing 
that,” said a local manager. 


Soviet parliament paves way for 
wider foreign exchange trading 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
parliament has adopted a law that 
will permit wider participation in 
foreign exchange trading and may 
help the country to adrieve its 
goal- of making the rouble con- 
vertible. 

The new law on hard currency 
regulation outlines procedures 
for foreign currency transactions 
inside the Soviet Union and en- 
visages an end to the monopoly of 
the state-run bank for foreign 
economic affairs, Vnesbeknom- 
b ank. 

President Mikhail Gorbachev 
last week reaffirmed his commit- 
ment to making the rouble con- 
vertible, a key element in his 
plans to introduce a market- 
oriented economy and attract 
foreign investment to reverse in- 
dustrial decline. 

“We must make the rouble 
convertible as soon as possible,!* 
be told local officals during a tour 
of the republic of Byelorussia. 

Igor Faminsky, head of a re- 
search institute at the Soviet State 
Foreign Economic Commission, 
said the new law, due to become 
effective April X, would mean 
wider participation in currency 
dealing. 

A foreign exchange market 
could be set up this month, he 
told a news conference. 

“Not only Vneshekonombank 
will be dealing in hard currency... 
tiie exchange should have started 
on Jan. 1, but it was dealyed for 
technical reasons and should 


INDEPENDENT SMALL FLAT 

FOR RENT 

Fully furnished ground floor, with private gate and garden 
in two floor family building. More comfortable than any 
suite in the most luxurious hotel. 

Located in the best residential area, between the 5th and 
4th Circles, No. 147 Zahran Street - Jabal Amman. 

Consists of salon, dining room, 2 bedrooms, bathroom, 
and fully equipped kitchen, central heating, colour TV, 
telephone and car park. 


If Interested please call Tel. 672736. 
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open some time in March,” 
Fanrinsky said. 

“We have to move towards a 
system in which enterprises can 
buy their own currency,” he 
noted. 

Faminsky said there was not 
much interest at present in selling 
hard currency for increasingly 
worthless roubles. 

“We have to be realistic. The 
exchange should work, but we 
have to wait and see what its real 
role will be. The difference with 
the auctions is that there will be 
wider participation, not just state' 
enterprises... any kind of enter- 
prise can take part, even fore- 
ign," be said. 

Many foreign investors have 
shied away from Soviet projects 
because they are unable to re- 
patriate profits. Some have opted 
for complex baiter deals. 

TASS news agency said the 
new currency law recognised the 
rouble as the only legal means of 
payment on Soviet territory. But 
deputies told report e rs tins did 
not mean hard currency could no 
longer be used in special shops. 

TASS quoted deputy Yuri 
Blokhin, wffo-presented the law, 
as saying it had been examined by 
experts at the International 
Monetary Ftind who "on the 
whole, assessed the bill positive- 
ly-” 

Meanwhile, the Soviet Union 
plans to dismantle the powerful 
state trading organisations which 
control the country’s imports and 
exports of key commodities. 


“A government decision is 
bong prepared that will gradually 
transform the all-union trade 
organisations into independent 
bodies,” said Faminsky. 

He said most would become 
companies with shareholders and 
some would be broken up into 
smaller units. The reforms were 
expected to affect the vital ofl 
export agency Soyuznefteexpon 
and the grain-buying monopoly 
Exportkhleb. 

“Most importantly, after the 
transformation, they will not be 
monopolies," Faminsky told 
Reuters after a news conference 
on foreign trade. 

lit COUtO UOC la) WtiSU uA uCr. 

measures would become effec- 
tive, but predicted it would lead 
to more efficient buying and sell- 
ing abroad. 

Foreign companies might be 
allowed to participate in the new 
s tr uct u res, he said, but some 
problems had to be ironed out. 

“One very important detail, 
which determines our position, is 
that our internal prices are. way 
out of line with external prices,” 
he. said. 

Soviet wholesale ofl prices, for 
example, are about three or four 
times cheaper than workl market 
levels. 

Faminsky said that if Soynzaef- 
teexport were broken up, there 
would have to be some way of 
compensating for the loss in 
budget revenues, possibly by in- 
troducing an export tax. 


FREE PUPPY TO GOOD HOME 

Adorable 10 week old mixed breed puppy, white with 
black and beige markings seeks a home with loving 
family. 

Call 641559 


Experienced English speaking cook and maid required for 
ambassador in Damascus. 

Apply with references to: Sawsan, P.O. Box (87), 
Abdoun, Amman 


FOR SALE (DUTY UNPAID) 

200 Mercedes German licence plates 

Dark blue metallic, model 9.1988, ABS (automatic break- 
ing system), central lock, power steering, tinted glass, 
electrical sun-roof, stereo-radio becker. tape deck, right 
side electrical, rear view mirror. 

JD 16,000, price unnegotiable 

Tel: 673 846 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
COLTD 


INVITATION TO TENDER 
NO. 3F/91 

JPMC announces the invitation to tender No. 
3F/91 for the supply of (V. belts). 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman, supply department, until 2.00 
p.m, local time Wednesday, 20.3.1991. Applica- 
tion for documents should be accompanied by a 
nonrefundable, fee of JD (10) for each set of 
■tender document. 

The closing date for submission tender is 12.00 
hours local time Sunday 24th, March 1991. 

Wasef Azar 
Managing Director 


Bidding war breaks out 
for top oil engineers 
to rebuild Kuwait 


LOS ANGELES, California 
(AP) — Skilled workers who can 
help rebuild Kuwait’s petroche- 
mical industry are in short supply 
and engineering and construction 
firms are bidding for the special- 
ists. 

While companies with business 
in the Middle East have been 
setting up special phone lines and 
personal offices to handle job 
applicants, finding the right per- 
son isn't easy. 

“It’s very competitive market 
right now and the engineer who 
has the right skills is really going 
to be in the catbird seat.” said 

Jacobs Engineering Group, a 
PUsadena company with a 28-year 
history in Kuwait. 

“We’re four days into peace, 
and we already see that the drill 
pushers want 52,000 a day and 
maintenance people are talking 
about getting 580 an hour. This is 
the bar talk in the industry,” said 
Richard Slater, a senior vice pres- 
ident at Jacobs. 

Slater warned that the Kuwaitis 
with whom he deals are eager to 
give business to U.S. companies 
but could be alienated if they feel 
they are being gouged. 

“Making a short-term killing 
isn’t the bat policy for the indus- 
try,” be said. 

Jacobs pays starting engineers 
$60,000 to 580,000 a year, and 


adds a 30 per cent pay bonus, free 
housing and other perks for 
Mideast service. 

The pressure now will be for 
those wages to climb higher, en- 
gineering and construction indus- 
try officials said. 

At Parsons Corp. in Pasadena, 
spokeswoman Debra Willij m j 
said the company was hiring hun- 
dreds of engineers even before 
Iraq invaded Kuwait, mainly ofl 
and gas specialists for projects ip 
•[ ■ V; '••ast and on Alaska's 
north slope. 

“There was already a major 
'rmosion <roing on in several oil 

.VulllliiK 

“And it’s not just engineering, 
but also those firms that manufac- 
ture the heavy equipment for 
refineries, these mtiitimillion- 
dollar hydrocrackers and whatev- 
er. Those industries also have so 
much work that Kuwait is just 
going to add to a full plate,” he 
added. 

San Francisco-based Bechtel 
Group, the second-largest U.S. 
construction and engineering 
company, has a letter of intent 
from state-run Kuwaiti petroleum 
Corp. to be the project manage- 
ment contractor. Spokesman 
Mike Kidder said Bechtel will 
send 4,300 employees and sub- 
contractors to Kuwait. 

There will be plenty of work to 
share*. 


BIG CRUSHER FOR SALE 

Big stationary crushing plant is offered for sale. Produc- 
tion capacity 150 tonne per hour. Condition very good. 
French make. Suitable for hard and very hard stone. Good 
for road works and big projects. Plant is in working 
condition in Jordan Valley. 

For Inquiries please contact Notional Projects 
and Investment Co., telephone 793371, FAX 
795982, TLX 22154 Amman - Jordan. 


Electri ci ty Generator for Sale 

Diesel generator Lister make model (TS-2) 7.1 kilowatt 
output single phase — almost new used less than 400 hrs. 

Interested call 05-570556 between 8:00-2:30 morn- 
ing and 826688 between 4:00—7:00 p.m. evening 


ADVERTISING AGENCY REQUIRES 
MALE OR FEMALE 

Degree in Marketing Or Business Administration. 
Experience in Sales and Advertising. Good com- 
mand of English. Have his (her) own car. 

For more Information and Interview please 
call 652931 


tfuoget: 


TO ALL JOURNALISTS . TV REPORTERS 


BUDGET REST A CAR INTERNATIONAL STARTS TO 
OPERATE ITS VEHICLES TO IRAQ WITH DRIVER , AT 
GUARANTEED COMPETITIVE . INCLUSIVE RATES . NEW. 
LARGE CONFORTABLE CARS (4 WHEEL DRIVE. STATION 
WAGON , SALOON CARS ). 

FOR MORE DETAILS PLEASE CALL : 

TEL: 6981 31 GABRIELA 













Latvians, Estonians vote on 
independence from Moscow 


RIGA, USSR (AP) — Latvians 
and Estonians voted Sunday on 
^dependence from the Soviet 
Jnion as the Baltic republics' 
leaders advanced their separatist 
policies from their parliaments to 
the pepole. 

Teh balloting came less than a 
month after residents of the third 
Baltic republic. Lithuania, over- 
whelmingly voted in favour of 
independence, and two weeks be- 
fore Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev’s nationwide referen- 
dum on holding the Soviet Union 
together. 

“We have dreamed all our lives 
about independence. Our fathers 
lived in a free Latvia," said 
Zinaigur Radjabova, 49. She said 
she voted “yes” on the ballot that 
asked the question: "Do you 
support the democratic and inde- 
pendent statehood of the Repub- 
lic of Latvia?" 

Latvian President Anatolijs 
Gorbunovs, casting his ballot in a 
candy factory turned into a poll- 
ing station for the day. predicted 
that 70 per cent of the turnout 
would vote for independence for 
the republic, with l.S million 
eligible voters. 

Gorbunovs said Sunday was a 
historic day for Latvian inde- 
pendence. “because, before it 
was confirmed by the deputies. 


Hundreds 
of shoppers 
escape 
Bangkok 

store fire 

BANGKOK, tR) — HL.vjtiTis oi‘ 
shoppers fled unhurt from a fire 
in a department stbr<- in Bang- 
kok’s ■. it 

Sunday, the second big m 
the Thai capital this weekend. 

Police helicopters plucked 
three people from the roof of the 
nine-storey building amid billow- 
ing smoke. A police spokesman 
said three more people were res- 
cued from lower floors by fire- 
fighters using ladders- 

Initial reports monitored on 
police radio said dozens of shop- 
pers were feared trapped in the 
Central Department Store on 
Silom Road. 

It later became clear that the 
fire started above the shopping 
levels on the fifth floor, the first 
of several floors of offices and 
storerooms. Few employees were 
at work. 

The police spokesman said he 
believed everyone had been 
evacuated safely and the fire 
brought under control. 

It was not known what started 
the blaze. 

Meanwhile Bangkok slum 
dwellers Sunday huddled in 
makeshift shelters after a fire 
swept through their squatter area 
Saturday, leaving more than 
3.000 people homeless. 

The blaze that razed hundreds 
of shacks in the Thai capital's 
port district was ignited by an 
explosion in a chemicals ware- 
house. 

Twenty-Four hours after the 
initial blast, explosions still crack- 
ed out from flaming warehouses 
nearby, although firefighters had 
doused the blaze in the shan- 
ty town. 

“I heard bangs all through the 
night." said Surabin Manoraj, 
lying in a tent on a football field 
that looked like a refugee camp. 

About 30 other tents had been 
pitched. Hundreds of people sat 
surrounded by bundles of cloth, 
bits of furniture and other be- 
longings they had managed to 
grab as they fled the inferno. 

The Social Welfare Depart- 
ment, the army and private char- 
ities were distributing food and 
other necessities. 

“How can I take care of my 
children with no roof over my 
head, no clothes and no money," 
asked a 47-year-old woman 
named Noi, who escaped with her 
six children. 

About 650 shacks were des- 
troyed. leaving at least 3-200 peo- 
ple homeless. Genera! Issarapong 
Noonpakdi, secretary of Thai- 
land's military junta, said on a 
visit to the scene. 

Dozens of people were injured, 
mostly cut by shattered windows. 

The massive blast boomed 
across Bangkok in the early after- 
noon, and the fire tore through 
the maze of flimsy shacks next to 
the warehouse complex in Klong 
Toey Port on the Chao Prya 
River. 

Several warehouses and lines 
of containers were also des- 
troyed. 

A port official said Sunday the 
fire was still raging in four ware- 
houses storing phosphorous, plas- 
tics and chemical liquid. 

Pratheep Ungsongtham Mata, 
leader of a slum-dwellers associa- 
tion. angrily blamed the author- 
ities for the tragedy, saying there 
had been three fires in the shanty- 
town in the past 20 months. 


Now the people confirm it." 

The vote is little more than a 
public opinion poll, carrying no 
legal weight. But it represents a 
strong challenge to Gorbachev, 
who has branded illegal last 
year’s independence declarations 
by the three Baltic republics. The 
Latvian parliament declared in- 
dependence May 4. 

It also serves to pre-empt Gor- 
bachev’s March 17 referendum, 
which is designed to test the 
national will in preserving the 
union of 15 republics. The Bal- 
tics, Armenia. Georgia and Mol- 
davia have said they won't par- 
ticipate. 

Lithuanians voted in favour of 
independence by a 91 per cent 
margin in their poll Jan. 9. 

The margins in Latvia and 
Estonia are expected to be closer. 
Only 54 per cent of Latvia’s 2.7 
million people is ethnic Latvian 
and 33 per cent is Russian. In 
Estonia, 65 per cent of its 1.5 
million people are ethnic Esto- 
nian and 28 per cent are Russian. 

In the Estonian capital of Tal- 
linn, voters lined up at voting 
stations before the 7 a.m. open- 
ing to cast their ballots, the inde- 
pendent Estonian News Agency 
(ETA) said. 

It quoted Osvald Kukk. an 
election official, as saying: “The 


Georgians 
build army 
to fight 
Kremlin, 
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referendum will show Moscow 
and, most of all, the whole world 
what people in Estonia want.” 
Kukk said Gorbachev tried to 


But, Vladlen Tseitlin, a 58- 
year-old Russian, said he was 
voting a pmst independence be- 
cause be feared his citizenship 


Federal leaders try to end 
Serbian-Croatian conflict 

PAKRAC, Yugoslavia (AP) — kilometres southeast of Zagreb, 
The federal leadership Sunday Croatia's capital, 
ordered a pollout of special Croa- The Yogoslav News Agency, 

tian police who stormed public Tanjug, quoted Croatia’s deputy 
buildings in this town and ejected interior minister. Milan Brezak, 


rebellious Serbian reservists. The 
Serbs were instructed to disband. 


wanted independence. “Now the 
world press is here to get the 
opposite story.” 

In Latvia, pro- Kremlin forces 
in Latvia have distributed leaflets 
and posters that warn a “yes” 
vote would lead to a “totalitarian” 
regime and turn non-ethnic Lat- 
vians into' second-class citizens, 
but they failed to dissuade many 
Russians from supporting the 
separatist cause. 

An 18-year-old Russian, Kiril 
Strelkov, said outside a polling 
station in a Communist Party- 
controlled district of Riga that he 
was voting for independence “be- 
cause we are sick and tired of 
taking orders from the Kremlin 
and the people know better what 
they need.” He said he had many 
Russian friends would who vote 
likewise. 

Oaudia Androsenko, who was 
born in Latvia in 1936, said she 
was voting “yes" because her 
Russian father and Polish mother 
often spoke about how much 
better life was before the Soviet 
Union seized the Baltic states in 
1940. “It was better in all ways.” 


Tamil rebels suspected in 
blast that killed minis ter 

COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lankan attack," a military source said, 
police said Sunday they suspected Krishnakumar Kittu, a mem- 

Tamil separatist guerrillas ber of the Tigers’ Central Com- 
plained a bomb that killed a mittee, contacted by telephone in 
government minister who his London office, neither con- 
directed the fight against them, finned nor denied his organ isa- 
Deputy Defence Minister Ran- tion was responsible. 
w ’-Vijrratne was killed Saturday “I have heard that Wijeratne 
on his way to work when his car was killed. 1 am waiting for word 
was shattered by a remote- from our people in Jaffna,” he 
controlled bomb olanted in a said. 


' We strongiy suspect the 
LTTE (Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam) killed the minis- 
ter,” a police officer said. 

Wijeratne, 59, led a military of- 
fensive 3gainst the rebels who are 
fighting for a separate state for 
minority Tamils in the north and 
east of the Indian Ocean island. 

The explosion, about one 
kilometre from Wijeratne’s home 
in Colombo's Bambalapitiya dis- 
trict, killed 18 others and serious- 
ly wounded more than 70 people. 

Wijeratne’s driver and a body- 
guard travelling in the car were 
also killed. The three bodies were 
charred almost beyond recogni- 
tion. 

Five men from his security 
squad, drawn from an elite police 
commando unit known as the 
Special Task Force, were among 
those killed. 

The security men and five 
colleagues who were injured in 
the blast were following the 
minister in two jeeps. 

The explosion, heard about 
three kilometres away, also 
wrecked a bus, eight cars and a 
dozen motorcycles and damaged 
several houses and shops. 

“The Tigers have the expertise 
to cany out such a massive bomb 


jaliria. in northern Sri Lanka, 
is the main base of the Tigers. 

Wijeratne was a tough politi- 
cian who conducted a ruthless 
military operation in . 1989 to 
smash a Marxist group in the 
southern part of the island that 
tried to topple the government. 
The People’s Liberation Front 
drew its support from Sri Lanka's 
Sinhalese majority. 

The minister, originally a tea 
planter, was in charge of military 
operations in his capacity as de- 
puty defence minister. He was 
also minister of plantations. 

A stalwart of the ruling United 
Nations Party (UNP). he was a 
staunch ally of President Rana- 
singhe Premadasa. who held the 
defence portfolio. 

Premadasa said Wijeratne was 
a hero who fought to preserve the 
unity of the country. “The fight 
will go on," he told a public rally 
Saturday. 

The president promoted Wi- 
jeratne posthumously to the rank 
of general. He was a colonel in 
the army volunteer force. 

Wijeratne is to be accorded a 
state funeral with full military 
honours Wednesday, which has 
been declared a day of national 
mourning and a public holiday. 


Thai caretaker premier 
seeks cabinet after coup 


BANGKOK (AP) — Interim 
Prime Minister Anand 
Panyarachun was reportedly con- 
sulting with the military junta 
Sunday on forming a government 
that he hopes will return the 
country to democracy. 

Anand met with junta leaders 
at the army headquarters, milit- 
ary officers told reporters waiting 
outside. 

Anand will be allowed freedom 
to choose his cabinet, said one of 
the five junta members, deputy 
army commander Gen. Issar- 
apong Noonpakdee. 

The junta announced Anand’s 
selection as caretaker prime 


criticised the Feb. 23 takeover. 

In the interview, Anand told 
The Nation that Thailand would 
continue its conservative econo- 
mic policies and privatisation to 
increase efficiency would remain 
a top priority. He said that major 
infrastructure projects, held up 
by the junta to check for corrup- 
tion by Chatichai ministers, 
should be allowed to proceed. 

Foreign Ministry spokesmen 
have said the coup will not mean 
any changes in Thailand’s essen- 
tially pro-Western foreign policy. 

Just after his appointment, 
Anand told reporters that he 
planned to name a mostly civilian 


minister Saturday, a week after government within three or four 


seizing power in a bloodless coup 
and ousting Prime Minister Cha- 
tichai Choonhavan's elected gov- 
ernment. Chatichai and his aides 
were detained, and martial law 
was imposed. 

In a newspaper interview Sun- 
day. Anand urged a rapid return 
to democracy. 

“We must return to parliamen- 
tary' democracy as soon as possi- 
ble. There is no excuse to run the 
country under mania! law one 
minute longer than necessary.” 
Anand told the Thai newspaper 
The Nation. 

An interim constitution gives 
■the junta dominance over the 
caretaker government prior to 
the next national election, which 
must be held by the end of April 
1992. 

The 58-year-old Anand is a 
widely respected former diplomat 
and successful businessman. 

Analysts said Sunday that by 
selecting Anand, the junta hoped 
to improve its image with the 
United States and several other 
Western countries which have 


days. He indicated that military 
officers would fill the security- 
related posts. 

Anand said he might not agree 
with some articles of the interim 
constitution issued by the junta 
Friday, but would respect it. 

“I am sure that the military 
know that I am a person of my 
own thought, who is going to 
express his opinion,” he said. 

Chatichai and some of his 
aides, detained since the coup, 
will be released once the new 
government was formed. 

Anand was ambassador 'to the 
United States in 1972 and also 
Thailand's permanent repre- 
sentative to die United Nations. 
He retired from government ser- 
vice in 1979. He is now president 
of the multi -million dollar. Saha 
Union Conglomerate, and of the 
Federation of Thai Industries. 

Anand is “one of the most 
capable public figures that we 
have" and people are likely to 
have confidence in him, said 
Surin Pitsuwan, a member of the 
parliament ousted by the coup. 


Latvia. 

“I am for democracy, but not 
this kind,” said Tseitlin , whose 
parents named him for Soviet 
founder V ladimir Lenin. “We 
want a good life, but we wonder 
whether the price we have to pay 
for a good life will be too high.” 

Natalia Asinova and Nadezhda 
Potapova, voting in another 
heavily Russian district, com- 
plained bitterly about steep price 
increases introduced by the 
separatist government and said 
they were voting “no." 

“Many times on trolley buses 
and in other places, Latvians say, 
'why don’t you get out of here — 
go to your homeland,'" Mrs. 
Asinova said. “I tell them my 
children were bom here and I 
have lived here for 30 years." 

Beta Biryuta, a Latvian woman 
standing nearby, heard Mrs. Asi- 
oova’s remarks. After waiting for 
ber to leave, she said: “These 
people who are saying they will 
live badly in an independent Lat- 
via — let them go to their Com- 
munist paradise in Russia and let 
other people come here.” 


150 die in 
shipwreck 
off Kenya 

NAIROBI (Agencies) — The 
death toll in a shipwerck of Soma- 
li refugees Saturday is likely to 
reach 150, officials at the Kenyan 
resort of Malindi said Snnday. 

Many of those who died were 
trapped below the decks of the 
Hama when the boat struck a 
reef, navy and harbour officials 
said. Bodies were being reco- 
vered by the Kenyan Navy. 

The ship bad been carrying 
about 650 Somalis from Kisxnayo 
in southern Somalia to Mombasa 
to escape the fighting in their 
country, where President Siad 
Bane was toppled by rebels in 
January. 

Over 4-.000 Somali refugees are 
already in Mombasa. Survivors 
who managed to reach the shore 
at Malindi were ' taken to the 
Kenyan port city after receiving 
medical treatment. 

Two of Kenya’s English- 
language dailies said the boat 
sank about 1.6 kilometres 
offshore. A third newspaper said 
the sulking occurred about 10 
kilometres from the ooast. 

Local authorities would not 
provide further information ab- 
out the accident. 

Police in the town of Malindi 
said they were authorised to give 
out any details about the acci- 
dent. Nairobi police said the 
officer in charge was unavailable. 

One survivor. Abdi Moham- 
mad Ali, told the Standard news- 
paper that most of those who 
drowned were on a lower deck. 

The first word about the 
tragedy came when two survivors 
staggered into the Jam bo Club 
Tourist Hotel, its manager Bar- 
ney Ngare told the Sunday Na- 
tion. 

The hotel sent a small boat to 
help save those still on the sinking 
vessel, bat rescue workers bad to 
cut the lifeline they had thrown 
when too many people grabbed 
hold, said Ngare. 

Otherwise their boat would 
also have sunk under the weight 
of the numbers," he told the 
Nation. 

The hotel, however, seat 
another boat able to carry 15 
people at a time to shore, said the 
Nation. 

The boat bad set sail on Feb. 26 
from the Somali coastal town of 
Kismayo, 405 kilometres north of 
Malindi. 


TBILISI, USSR (AP) — Before 
Zviad Gamsakhurdia’s pro- 
independence party won a major- 
ity in the Georgian parliament 
last fall, he surrounded himself 
with armed men that he called his 
“friends.” 

Now be is appointing them to 
top positions on the Georgian 
police force and calling them his 
array. 

The aspirations of Gamsakhur- 
dia, whose party holds 155 seats 
in the 250-member legislature, 
present Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev with one of the most 
explosive ethnic problems be has 
faced to date. 

“We are creating our own 
army," Gamsakhurdia told the 
Associated Press in a recent inter- 
view. 

Gamsakhurdia’s critics say he 
plans to use that army against his 
political opponents and the non- 
Georgians who make up 31 per 
cent of Georgia's 5.3 million peo- 
ple. 

But the 62-year-old Gam- 
sakhurctia, whose father Konstan- 
tin was an acclaimed Georgian 
novelist, is a hero to most Geor- 
gians. His coalition. Round 
Table-Free Georgia, advocates 
independence, which helped it 
win at the polls. 

The Georgians are a dark- 
eyed. olive-skinned race. They 
have a strict code of honour 
honed in bloody but vain resist- 
ance to waves of invaders that 
included Persians in 523 A.D. 
and the Soviet Red Army in 1921. 
The tiny Christian nation is per- 
ched on the Caucasus mountains 
near the Black Sea. 

Gamsakhurdia, whose dissi- 
dent activities landed him in jail 
and internal exile in the 1970’s, 
has been pushing a programme of 
gradual independence from the 
Soviet Union's highly centralised 
economic and political system. 

He wants to raise the prices of 
the fruits and wines, for which 
Georgia is famous, to buy Soviet 
oil, natural gas and other raw 
materials on which the republic 
depends. 

“Here we have committed- a 
revolution," Gamsakhurdia said 
in the interview. “We changed 
our constitution ... the working of 
the Soviet constitution has almost 
stopped on our territory." 

His parliament has passed a 
relatively modest package of laws 
that includes changing the Geor- 
gian Sag, anthem and national 
emblem, as well as suspending 
elected local governments in 
favour of prefects appointed by 
him and approved by the legisla- 
ture. 


The federal presidency also Saturday's raid. He said there 
threatened further action, if were no civilian casualties or 
necessary, to keep peace between overnight violence in the region. 


the two ethnic groups. 


Serbian television said up to six 


A Croatian officer said his re- people were killed in the police 
public’s units were squared off raid. 

Surnday against federal forces sent How impendent Yu.d 

been no d*a» ta between , The righMlaI , fcdcra] pr «. 

the army and Croa tian pobra. idency, which commands Yugos- 

‘£55? SEZ EE W gathered for anV 

Jovic, a Serb, ordered military 1 -...tin. ... riitr-T-c*. Til. r-ricit. 


units into Pakrac after Croatian 
police seized municipal buildings 
from ethnic Serb police reservists 
and disarmed them early Satur- 
day. 

Pakrac is in Croatia, but about 
60 per cent of the town’s popula- 
tion are ethnic Serbs and the rest 
are Croats. The Serbs are seeking 
autonomy. 

The showdown in Pakrac was 
the latest confrontation in a feud 
that has threatened to break this 


gent meeting to discuss the crisis 
in Pakrac. 

The leadership, ending the 
meeting early Sunday, ordered 
Croatian Special Police Forces to 
withdraw from Pakrac. It also 
ordered ethnic Serbian reserve 
units demobilished within 24 
hours. 

In its statement, it said it would 
“if necessary ... use other mea- 
sures to prevent outbreaks of 
mtercommunal conflicts and se- 


□ation of competing republics, cp?® peace and protection for all 
ethnic groups and political citizens.’ It did not elaborate, 
ideologies. There was no immediate word 

The republics of Croatia and about whether the Croatians and 
Slovenia, with centre-right gpv- Serbs were complying with the 
e rumen ts, want Yugoslavia trans- federal order. 


formed into a loose association of 
soveriegn states. Serbia and Mon- 
tenegro, which are both governed 
by Communists, favour maintain- 
ing the centralised federation. 
Serbia is the largest republic. 

The Croatians moved into Pak- 
rac Saturday and seized municip- 
al buildings from Serb reservists 
wbo took control of the local 
police force on Feb. 22. The 
reservists have expressed solidar- 
ity with ethnic Serbs in southern 
Croatia's Krajina region who 
have rebelled against the Croa- 
tian government. 

The Croaians fired guns and 
tear gas to disperse crowds when 
units stormed the town of 8,000 
people, said the Croatian officer, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity. The town is about 100 


It was unclear whether Jovic 
had consulted with the other 
presidency members before 
ordering the military into Pakrac. 

An army patrol of 10 armoured 
cars and at least three tanks had 
driven through the town and 
draw up about 500 metres from 
the heavily armed special Croa- 
tian units, the Croatian officer 
said. 

Both police and army units 
patrolled Pakrac’s empty streets 
overnight. 

Croatian television accused 
Serbia's leadership of instigating 
the unrest, saying that “all their 
attempts are aimed at overthrow- 
ing legally and democratically 
elected authority (in Croatia) and 
the introduction of a state of 
emergency." 


‘Soviets avoiding draft’ 


WASHINGTON (R) — Draft 
dodging has soared in the Soviet 
Union, with more than 20 per 
cent pf draftees failing to report 
for duty since the last call-up, the 
Washington Post said Sunday. 

U.S. intelligence officials re- 
ported the findings during a re- 
cent closed-door meeting of the 
Senate Armed Services Commit- 
tee, the paper said. 

“A year ago draft resistance 


challenges to Moscow’s authority 
jeopardise the future of the all- 
union armed forces," he said, 
according to (he Post. 

More than one in five draftees 
called up in late 1990 had not 
reported by Janurary. The Baltic 
republics, Armenia and Georgia, 
which have been torn by unrest, 
accounted for much of the 20 per 
cent, Soyster said. 

The newspaper reported that 


only amounted to about one per Soyster added that use of Soviet 
cent of those called up,” Defence military forces to repress internal 
Intelligence Agency Director dissent was harming morale, and 
General Harry Soyster told the that Soviet forces in Germany 


panel. 

“Ethnic strife and separatist 


were having “unprecedented dis- 
ciplinary problems.”. 


Pretoria urged to cancel execution 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — The 
South African Council of Chur- 
ches (SACC) appealed to Presi- 
dent F.W. De Klerk Sunday to 
stop the planned execution of a 
murderer, the first person to go 
to the gallows in 15 months. 

Paul Bezuidenhout, convicted 
of stabbing to death a 54-year-old 
woman and a two-year-old child, 
is due to hang at dawn in Pre- 
toria prison Tuesday, human 
rights lawyers said. 

The SACC urged the reinstate- 
ment of a moratorium on capital 
punishment during the apartheid 
refonn process in South Africa, 
where the execution rate was 
once the world’s second highest. 

It urged De Klerk to commute 
the sentence on the 22-year-old 
coloured (mixed race) killer, 
saying: “We believe in the sancti- 
ty of life.” 

An SACC statement said the 
death penalty was inhumane, did 
not deter crime and was particularly 
inappropriate in a divided 


country undergoing extreme so- 
cial and political upheaval. 

It said human rights lawyers 


making the Pretoria Prison ex- 
ecution chamber the second 
busiest in the world. Only Iran 


were being refused contact with ' executed more people than South 
Bezuidenhout and were having Africa. 


difficulty obtaining the court re- Officials said there were 
cords necessary to apply for a stay another 314 people on death row. 
of execution. Most were still awaiting a review 

“It is extremely hard for them their sentences under the more 
to take steps when time is so liberal rules, but 12 people were 
pressing,” the SACC said. in the final stages of their appeals 

Officials announced Be- fcud could hang soon, 
zmdenhout’s scheduled execution The parents of white death row 

only last week. inmate Barend Strydora, who 

De Klerk baited executions a murdered eight blacks in a shooting 
year ago to give legal experts time rampage in 1988, have teamed up 


to draft more liberal rules on 
capital punishment which were 
adopted by parliament last July. 

The new rules introduced ex- 
tensive automatic review proce- 
dures and removed the obligation 
on judges to impose the death 
sentence where no mitigating cir- 
cumstances could be found. 

In 1987 South Africa hanged 
164 people, most of them black. 


.with balck anti-apartheid lawyers 
to campaign for the abolition of 
capital punishment, the Sunday 
■Star reported. 

“It does not matter what race 
or colour a person is, I will fight 
the death penalty,” Strydom’s 
mother said.. “If you want to see 
how far the punishment goes, you 
have to look at the families, at 
how they suffer.” 


Cambodia urges talks to resume on U.N. peace plan 


BANGKOK (AP) — Cambodia's 
Vi etnamese-in stalled government 
again has rejected key dements 
of a U.N. peace plan, but stressed 
that its position was negotiable. It 
called for urgent peace talks with 
the guerrilla opposition. 

Chea Sim, no. 2 man in the 
ruling Communist-style party, 
made the comments in a speech 
Friday dosing an extraordinary 
National Assembly session on the 
conflict, the official Cambodian 
News Agency SPK reported 
Sunday. 

The government, installed by 
Vietnam after a late 1978 inva- 
sion of Cambodia, is battling a 
coalition of three guerrilla groups 
dominated by the Communist 
Khmer Rouge. The Khmer 
Rouge killed hundreds of 
thousands of people in a radical 
agrarian revolution before the 
Vietnamese invasion ended its 
3V6-year rule. 

The focus of talks has been a 
draft peace agreement endorsed 
by the U.N. Security Coundl. It 
provides for the disarming of all 


factions and an extensive U.N. 
involvement in Cambodia’s admi- 
nistration in the period before 
elections for a liberal democratic 
government. 

The guerrillas fully accept the 
plan and demand that the Phnom 
Penh army and government be 
dismantled before elections. 

Chea Sim said Phnom Penh 
bad two major reservations. 

The plan, he said, does not 
stipulate specific measures to pre- 
vent a Khmer Rouge return to 
power and does not conform with 
Phnom Penh’s desire to preserve 
its army and administration be- 
fore elections. 

Phnom Penh must have the 
means of self-defence in case the 
Khmer Rouge violates the agree- 
ment, Chea Sim said. 

But he said Phnom Penh 
accepted most points of the U.N. 
plan and an important U.N, role 
in a settlement. 

He added: “The National 


points with which it disagreed. 
Within this context, it calls for an 
urgent reconvening of the SNC 
meeting with a view to solving all 
problems...” 

The SNC. or Supreme National 
Coundl, comprises government 
and guerrilla representatives who 
are supposed to negotiate an 
agreement and help the United 
Nations implement it. 

Both sides have agreed to 
attend talks Indonesia has offered 
to host, but no date has been set. 
Indonesia and France co-chair 
the international conference on 
Cambodia, the main forum for an 
agreement. 

Vietnam’s state radio Sunday 
vaguely expressed hopes that the 
Cambodian peace process would 


Thai Foreign Ministry statements 
that relations with neighbouring 
countries would not change, and 
that Thailand still supported 
Cambodian peace efforts. 

On Thursday, Vietnam 
appealed for urgent efforts to 
prevent Cambodia’s war from 
escalating as the guerrillas were 
intensifying attacks on the north- 
west. 

A Foreign Ministry statement 
said the Cambodians most prompt- 
ly reach a trace and reconvene the 
Supreme National Coundl. The 
international conference on Cam- 
bodia must be reconvened as 
soon as possible, it said. 

The statement urged that coun- 
tries follow the U.S. and Sonet 



as saying three Croatian police- 
men were injured by gunshots in 


not be set back by the Feb. 23 ^.-initiatives on a moratorium on 
military ouster of Thailand’s ' military aid to the Cambodians. 


Prime Minister Chatichai 
Choonhavan, who had been a key 
mediator in the Cambodian con- 
flict. The guerrillas had criticised 


Assembly stresses that the state' Chatichai as too sympathetic to 
of Cambodia is always ready to Phnom Penh and Hanoi, 
cany on the disaissions on the The Hanoi broadcast noted 


“Vietnam stands ready, along 
with Thailand and Laos, to com- 
mit not to allow the shipment of 
other countries’ arms to Cambo- 
dia via its territory," ft said. 

Hie Soviet Union and Vietnam 
have armed Phnom Penh. 


Restaurant serves 
500 meals to 
homeless 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — A tren- 1 
dy Los Angeles restaurant don- 
ated 500 meals to a homeless 
shelter after drawing the ire of 
customers for refusing to serve 25 
homeless people given free tick- 
ets to a buffet dinner. Gorky’s 
Cafe and Brewery said dozens of 
callers and customers expressed 
disgust over a manager’s decision 
to turn away the homeless. A 
Gorky’s regular, Franc Novak, 
won a free buffet dinner for 
himself and 25 geests of his 
c ho osin g as part of a promotion. 
Novak, a 32-year-old painter, 
passed out his 25 tickets along 
Skid Row. When Novak and his 
guests showed up, a manager said 
the homeless people posed a 
threat to other diners and { 
ordered them to leave. The 500 
dinners were delivered to the 
Fred Jordan Mission, whose pres- 
ident, Willie Jordan, said the 
homeless had come out ahead 
overall. “I understand there has 
been a Jitttle controversy over 
this, but for the people on the 
streets who are homeless and 
hungry, they will benefit regard- 
less of the controversy," she said. 

Filipino undergoes 
sex change 

MANILA (AP) — A Filipino 
who underwent a sex change op- 
eration to become a woman has 
petitioned a Philippine court to 
allow her to officially change her 
name and school records to re- 
flect her new identity, a newspap- 
er reported Saturday. ‘Tm a 
woman," the Manila Times news- 
paper quoted Antonio Wing Yit. 
30, as saying in a petition filed , 
with a court in suburban Pasig/ 
The newspaper said the case is 
probably the first sex and identity 
change petition to be filed in 
court in the country. The Times, 
quoting coart records, said Wong 
filed the petition last September, 
four months after she underwent 
a sex change operation in Japan. 
Wong, -who is reportedly gradu- 
ate of a medical college in sub- 
urban Valenznda. said she filed 

the petition so that all her official 
records, including her school pap- 
ers, could be changed to her new 
sex and name when she takes the 
board examination in August, the 
Times said. It added Wong 
wanted to be known as a female 
with the name Nicole Marie 
Wong. A court hearing on 
Wong’s petition is scheduled on 
March 12. 

2nd condor egg in 
2 days laid at zoo 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — For the » 
second time in two days, one of 
the rare California condors at the 
Los Angeles Zoo has laid an egg 
in the breeding programme 
aimed at saving tbe endangered 
species. Keepers removed the egg 
from the nesting box of Cuyama 
and Cahuma early Thursday 
without disturbing the birds. Re- 
moving one egg from the nest 
usually induces the birds to lay a 
second. If all goes well, the egg 
should hatch in April, zoo offi- 
cials said. A condor named Any- 
apa laid an egg Tuesday. Kaweah 
was the father. All 40 known 
California condors are kept either 
at the Los Angeles Zoo or tbe 
San Diego Wild Animal Park, 
which are working to breed larger 
flocks. 

Rare bald eagle y 
chick hatches 

OCEAN SPRINGS, Mississippi 
(AP) — A bald eagle chick has 
been spotted on a Mississippi 
Barrier Island, the likely product 
of efforts to reintroduce the U.S. 
national symbol to the area. Park 
rangers say it could be the first 
chick to hatch on one of the 
islands in more than 40 years. 
Nesting bald eagles have not been 
seen on Mississippi's Barrier Is- 
lands since 1948. The birds faced 
extinction in the 1970s due to 
DDT and other pesticides that 
weakened eggs and prevented 
them from hatching. Since 1986, 
about 60 birds have been released 
on Horn Island in an effort to } 
re-establish them on the coast. 
The 7-week-old chick was found 
by rangers. “This is the first 
young bird that's hatched .out of 
this effort,” said Jerry Eubanks, 
superintendent of Gulf Islands 
National Seashore. “It seems to 
be fine. It's almost grown.” After 
they learn to fly, young eagles 
usually make a wandering migra- 
tion up the east coast for four or 
five years, until they mature and 
gain the distinctive white head 
and tail feathers. The mature 
eagles then return to the place of- 
their birth to mate and nest. “It’s# 
rafly excitmg," Eubanks said 

■iSLS?* if this is 

indicative of what's going to hap- 
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